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For Immediate Release – Lawton, OK, Oct. 28, 2004

Country Jazz Fusion celebrates 25th year at CU
Cameron University will celebrate the silver anniversary of its annual “Country Jazz Fusion” next week with an appearance by the Stephanie Davis Band.
The Nov. 4 event begins at 8 p.m. in the University Theater of the Louise D. McMahon Fine Arts Complex, located in the 300 block of University Drive in Lawton.
Band leader Stephanie Davis is a vocalist, composer and storyteller and plays the guitar and fiddle.  Her band consists of Cindy Cashdollar on steel guitar; guitarist Rick McRae and pianist/arranger Bob Finnie. The concert will also feature the Cameron University Jazz Ensemble and the Cameron/Lawton Community Jazz Ensemble, both under the direction of assistant music professor John Moots.
While on campus, band members will lecture to sections of the university's “American Popular Music” classes, assisted by the Cameron University Jazz Ensemble and the Cameron/Lawton Community Jazz Ensemble rhythm sections.
Country Jazz Fusion ‘04 will feature a wide variety of traditional musical, including such familiar numbers as “Takin’ a Chance on Love” and “America, the Beautiful.” Performances of original music written by Davis include “Yours,” “What a Little Moonlight Can Do,” “Harvest-time Blues,” “Somethin’ ‘Bout Montana,” “Prairie Lullaby,” “Turning to the Light,” “Yodel Blues,” “Yellow Moon,” “Lone Star Swing,” “I’m Pullin’ Thru,” “Springtime Feelin’” and “We Shall Be Free.”

(over)

country jazz, ADD ONE
Davis spent several years in Nashville honing her craft and producing songs recorded by such artists as Garth Brooks, Roger Whittaker, Shelby Lynne and Martina McBride. In addition to recording her songs, she was Garth Brooks’ opening act in 1994. She has two self-produced CDs on her own label, Recluse Records, and plans to have a new collection of originals later this year, as well as an illustrated story-poem book, The Icy Blue Norther.
Cashdollar started out on guitar before switching to the dobro. She has worked with the likes of Leon Redbone, Graham Parker and Bob Dylan (on his Grammy- winning “Time Out Of Mind” album). Cashdollar won five Grammys during her eight years with western swing kingpins, Asleep at the Wheel. Their critically acclaimed albums, “A Tribute to the Music of Bob Wills and the Texas Playboys” and “Ride with Bob,” afforded her the chance to work with some of country’s premier artists, including Willie Nelson, Merle Haggard, Dolly Parton, George Strait and the Dixie Chicks. She was named 2003 Instrumentalist of the Year by the Academy of Western Artists and was inducted into the Texas Western Swing Hall of Fame in 2003.
McRae has been a professional guitarist all of his working life. His versatile style has earned him a spot in George Strait’s Ace in the Hole Band for 20 years. When he is not touring with Strait, McRae plays with several jazz groups in Austin and fronts his own western-swing unit, the Riff Ryders. He has recorded with many local country and gospel artists and is looking forward to recording his own album in the near future.
Finnie dabbles in a variety of genres, from Motown to musicals. He is constantly expanding his musical outreach, learning new tunes. He is currently interested in blues and jazz pianist Mose Allison, and is working on a couple of Frank Zappa tunes. Finnie moved to Vail in 1989 to work as the music director of “Majiks.” His love of musical theater took him to Aspen in 1997. Since then, he’s split his time equally between the towns, playing for private clients, restaurants and theaters.
General admission to the Country Jazz Fusion is $10. Discounted tickets are available for music lovers 55 years of age and older, non-Cameron students, public school age children and active and retired military for $8.  Cameron faculty, staff and students will be admitted free with proper identification.
Tickets are available for purchase/reservation in the Administration Building Business Office weekdays from 8 a.m. until 5 p.m.

(more)

country jazz, ADD TWO
The Stephanie Davis Band’s appearance is made possible through generous support from the Cameron University Lectures and Concerts Series, the CU School of Liberal Arts, the CU Department of Music and Theatre Arts, the Cameron University Foundation Inc., “Friends of Jazz” and Miller Pro Audio.
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Editors and Broadcasters:  For details, contact CU Government & Community Relations at 580.581.2211. Photos of band members and the CU Jazz Ensemble are available upon request.
