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For Immediate Release – Lawton, OK, Oct. 21, 2004

Cameron professor to lecture on Geronimo

Comanche Country residents may believe that Geronimo’s remains rest peacefully in Southwest Oklahoma, but could there be any truth to the rumor that his skull now resides in the fraternity house of the Skull & Bones Society at Yale University?  
Cameron University history professor Dr. David Miller will discuss this question during “Skullduggery: The Truth About Geronimo’s Skull and the Skull & Bones Society,” a talk to be presented at the Museum of the Great Plains at 7 p.m. on Thursday, Oct. 28.   
Miller, who also chairs the Museum of the Great Plains Authority, has researched the origins of the rumor, as well as known facts about Geronimo’s interment at Fort Sill.
Geronimo was the most famous Native American in the United States when he died in 1909, and he remains so today.  Because he was a national celebrity, many stories – some credible, some not -- circulated about him.  Miller will separate fact from fiction about Geronimo’s life, as well as his death.  
When the old warrior died, why did the Apaches spread rumors that his remains had been moved to a secret location?  Why does the rumor persist that Prescott Bush, father of President George H. W. Bush and grandfather of President George W. Bush, stole the skull when he was stationed at Fort Sill in 1918?  The fact that President Bush and Sen. John Kerry are both members of the Skull & Bones Society has rekindled national interest in the rumor.
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Miller will cite historical evidence that should answer the question once and for all about whether Geronimo’s skull was taken to the Skull & Bones Society and remains there today, or whether the old warrior is still resting peacefully in his grave at Fort Sill.   
The lecture is free and open to the public.
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Editors and Broadcasters:  For details, contact CU Government & Community Relations at 580.581.2211. 

