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For Immediate Release – Lawton, OK, April 8, 2005

Cameron University awarded $100,000 
by State Regents for Higher Education 
The Oklahoma State Regents for Higher Education awarded Cameron University a $100,000 economic development grant for a “Technology Growth Strategies Program” during its meeting Thursday in Weatherford. 

Cameron was one of only three higher education institutions selected to receive grants from a pool of 19 proposals submitted by colleges and universities statewide. 
"The Regents’ grant further strengthens Cameron University's efforts at improving economic development in Southwest Oklahoma,” said Dr. Gary Buckley, vice president for academic affairs. “Coupled with the opening of the Center for Emerging Technology and Entrepreneurial Studies, the implementation of this grant will ensure that Cameron is fully equipped to assist area businesses."

With the grant, Cameron will establish a program to develop a commercialization model designed to aid companies in transferring their technology from solely military customers to civilian industries.
In correlation with professors from CU School of Business and the Southwest Oklahoma Advanced Technology Association, the program will be administered through the Center for Emerging Technology and Entrepreneurial Studies (CETES). 
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grant, ADD ONE
“I’m excited about opportunities that this grant will allow us to pursue,” said Dr. Peter Abramo, executive director of CETES and author of the grant proposal. “Having worked with several companies who are selling products to the military, it has become evident that Cameron can provide assistance to help these companies expand. This grant will permit us to do so.” 

The commercialization program established through the Regents’ grant, along with CETES, are endeavors by the university to promote economic growth in Southwest Oklahoma.  
“Our goal is to provide students a quality education that assures they will be equipped to fill the technology-based jobs of the future,” Cameron president Cindy Ross said. “Along that same avenue, we must also ensure there are quality jobs awaiting our graduates, so they will be able to prosper in Southwest Oklahoma. CETES and the new commercialization program are steps to achieving both goals.” 
Phase I of CETES, which includes the renovation of CU’s old Physical Sciences building, began in April 2004 and will be completed in coming weeks. 
The renewed structure will house the university’s multimedia instructional design department on its first floor and a business incubator on the second floor that can house as many as 12 emerging high-tech companies.
Funding has already been secured for Phase II of the project, which will add a wing on the end of the existing structure. This addition will house a business networking center, a data disaster recovery system, a back-up emergency operations center and a center for regional economic development. 
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