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For Immediate Release – Lawton, OK, August 28, 2008
Cameron University graduates incur lowest debt load  
According to U.S. News & World Reports’ America’s Best Colleges 2009, graduates of Cameron University carry the lowest debt load - $6,500 - of the 572 institutions surveyed in the Universities – Master’s category. 

In tabulating debt load, the report includes loans taken out by students from colleges, from private financial institutions and from federal, state and local governments. Parents’ loans are not included. Approximately 59 percent of CU’s students graduate without any debt at all.
 “We pride ourselves on providing the best educational value in Oklahoma,” says CU President Cindy Ross. “Although we were forced to raise tuition for this academic year due to under-funding from the Legislature, we have offset that increase by offering more student scholarships and higher wages for student workers. Our mission is to provide a degree to every qualified student who enrolls at Cameron, and we will continue to provide financial assistance whenever possible to achieve this goal.”

U.S. News & World Reports has been compiling data and publishing America’s Best Colleges for 25 years. Cameron University is listed in the West region of the Universities – Master’s category. The publication defines institutions in that category as “those offering a broad scope of undergraduate degrees and some master’s degree programs but few, if any, doctoral programs.”  The Universities – Master’s category contains 572 institutions – more than the publication’s other categories (National Universities, 262; Liberal Arts Colleges, 265; and Baccalaureate Colleges, 319). Only three institutions (two National Universities and one Baccalaureate College) carry a lower debt load than CU. More information is available in the September 1 issue of the magazine and online at www.usnews.com.
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