[image: image1.png]R, News Release

ity Relations

CAMERON Government & Communi

UNIVERSITY {300 50750 e
Lawton, OK 73505

thescoop@cameron.edu





For Immediate Release – Lawton, OK, Jan. 5, 2007
Cameron University receives $300,000 grant from Sarkeys Foundation
Cameron University President Cindy Ross recently announced the University has received a $300,000 grant from The Sarkeys Foundation for the construction of the new Centennial Student Activities Complex as part of the Cameron University: Changing Lives campaign.  
The Norman-based foundation, dedicated to improving the quality of life in Oklahoma, has now given the University more than $700,000 since 1992.  The foundation previously provided $250,000 to transform the old physical science building into the Center for Emerging Technology and Entrepreneurial Studies, Cameron’s key economic development initiative.
“The Sarkeys Foundation deserves our profound gratitude,” said Ross.  “The Centennial Student Activities Complex is key to setting a firm foundation for Cameron’s second century, and this grant puts the University one step closer to making it a reality.”
The Student Activities Complex will provide students a central location to study, dine, interact and relax.  The facility will also house a 400-seat, divisible ballroom well suited for hosting community events in Southwest Oklahoma.


“The Sarkeys Foundation Board of Trustees happily agreed to support Cameron University’s Student Activities Complex,” said Cheri Cartwright, Executive Director of The Sarkeys Foundation.  “The board recognizes Cameron’s efforts in improving the quality of life in Oklahoma and trusts this grant will assist 
-more-
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Cameron in furthering that mission in Southwest Oklahoma.”
The Sarkeys Foundation was formed in 1962 by S. J. Sarkeys, a successful entrepreneur and long-time businessman.  Since that time, the foundation has acquired assets of nearly $100 million and awarded more than $70 million in grants to a diverse group of non-profit organizations and institutions, most of which are located in Oklahoma.

This donation brings the total raised or pledged for construction of the student complex to $5,787,465 or 89 percent of the $6.5 million goal.  

University officials plan to begin construction before or during Cameron’s centennial year, academic year 2008-2009. 
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