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For Immediate Release – Lawton, OK, May 2, 2005

Memory of Nikki Hardy’s life brings inspiration
to Cameron family during 2005 commencement
Linda Gibson will cherish that 15-minute phone call forever. 

It was April 13 and Gibson, a division secretary in Cameron University’s agricultural department, was at work when Nicole “Nikki” Hardy called to talk. The pair had formed an unbreakable mother-daughter like bond during Hardy’s time as an agricultural student, but the call still came as a surprise for Gibson. 

Hardy was told by her oncologist this spring that her cancer had progressed beyond medical means and she had only two months to live. In early April, Hardy was rushed to a Norman hospital, where she lay slipping in and out of consciousness. She awoke one day and after talking to her husband, David, Nikki made one last phone call to Gibson. 

“David had to hold the cell phone for her because she was too weak to hold it herself,” Gibson said. “I reminded Nikki that I loved and appreciated her and tried to express to her how much she meant to me and she did the same.” 

Within a few hours of that call, Hardy slipped permanently into a coma. 
But Gibson’s memories stretch far beyond Hardy’s last days; they go back to a time when Hardy began her quest to earn a college degree, back to a time when her dedication to finishing her course work despite her failing health inspired not just a department, but an entire university. 

(over)

hardy, ADD ONE
Nikki was born in Chickasha and graduated from Sallisaw High School. She married David on June 30, 1994, and the couple lived on a farm east of Fletcher. Hardy started her college education in 1998. She had made a promise to her father that she would earn a bachelor’s degree, a vow that became a personal mission when he met an untimely death. 

But Hardy was forced to halt her pursuit of a degree when she was diagnosed with cancer for the first time in 2002. The cancer required surgery and treatment. Immediately following recovery, Hardy extended her hiatus from college in an effort to support David in his career. 

David’s job in the environmental field required him to spend several weeks on the road during which Nikki maintained their farm. In his absence, Hardy handled all the livestock, the laborious day-to-day chores, and maintained the farming operations.

By Spring 2004, Nikki was back at Cameron University striving to complete her bachelor of science degree. But the cancer returned and, this time, it was more aggressive. Hardy’s oncologist said she would only live to Christmas. She surpassed that mark, but by spring the doctors told her she only had two months to live. 

Instead of causing her to quit her educational quest, the news only served to cement her resolve. She attended class almost every day. She persevered as her physical body deteriorated. She completed assignments even when she knew they were some of the final acts of her life. 

“There were so many times that it was all Nikki could do to walk across the lobby to get to class but she was determined,” Gibson said. “So many times she absolutely did not feel like coming to class but she willed herself to complete all her classes on her own and to graduate. Nikki had more optimism, more willpower and more determination than anyone I've ever known.” 

Her diligence in the face of terminal cancer left a lasting impact on many in the agriculture department.
“She had a profound effect on all our students and faculty,” said department chair Jerry Dodd. “The courage and determination she exhibited every single day were unbelievable. Seeing her show up was amazing. And she never once asked for a break or a special accommodation. That’s one thing I’ll always remember about her.”
(more)

hardy, ADD TWO
By April, Nikki was hospitalized. She moved slowly, her skin took on a yellow hue and her organs were failing but she had completed her goal; all of her requirements to graduate had been completed. In a small, informal ceremony at a Norman hospital, President Cindy Ross presented Nikki with her diploma. 

“Nikki told me several time that her ultimate goal was to ‘graduate and hold her diploma,’” Gibson said. “Well, she got to hold her diploma. It was framed and hung right beside her bed in the hospital. She proudly showed it to everyone who visited her in the hospital.” 

Nikki Hardy died just before midnight on Saturday, April 16, 2005 – a few days after she received her diploma. 

“She became my rock, my inspiration, my motivator, a second daughter to me,” Gibson said. “She was an awesome young lady and I’ll miss her forever.” 
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