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For Immediate Release – Lawton, OK, March 3, 2005
Cameron University’s Southwest AHEC set to conduct disaster preparedness training
Cameron University’s Southwest Area Health Education Center and the Oklahoma State University Health and Science Center in Tulsa will offer a disaster preparedness training session at 4 p.m. Monday, Mar. 7, in South Shepler 407 on CU’s Lawton campus.

The lecture, which is part of a continuing series of lectures hosted by Southwest AHEC during the Spring 2005 semester, is designed to offer healthcare professionals and first responders relevant and accessible training.

Monday’s lecture will focus on requirements mandated by the Joint Commission on Accreditation of Healthcare Organizations (JCAHO), as well as hospital command structures as outlined by the Hospital Emergency Incident Command Structure (HEICS). 

“Currently, the Department of Homeland Security is passing down new guidelines for all governmental and non-governmental agencies responding to a disaster,” said Kelley Hall, director of CU’s Southwest AHEC. “It is vital that our first responders and healthcare professionals have a firm grasp of the intricacies of these requirements. This lecture will walk them through the criteria step-by-step.” 
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Taught via distance learning videocast, the lecture will consist of a two-hour module presented by Kelly Deal, director of the Tulsa Metropolitan Medical Response System. Participants will be given examples of how other hospitals have prepared and be given an opportunity to work through a plan for their own facility. 
Information on how to comply with the Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act (HIPAA) and its impacts during disaster events will be discussed as well.

All training will be provided free of charge. Continuing education or Council on Law Enforcement Education and Training credit is available at no cost on an hour-for-hour basis. Registration will be taken at the door. 

For more information or to make a reservation, contact Hall at 580/581-2852.  
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Editors and Broadcasters: For details, contact CU Government & Community Relations at 580.581.2211. 
