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For Immediate Release – Lawton, OK, Feb. 11, 2005

Cameron University set to host symposium 
for mathematical undergraduate students
Cameron University will host the Texas/Oklahoma Research Undergraduate Symposium (TORUS) on Saturday, Feb. 26, at CU’s Sciences Complex in Lawton.

TORUS provides an opportunity for undergraduate students to present mathematical research projects and expository papers. 

The conference gives students a chance to meet established mathematicians and to network with fellow students. High school students who are interested in mathematics or related fields are also encouraged to attend.  

Registration begins at 9 a.m. in the foyer of the CU Sciences Complex with the symposium scheduled to end at 3:30 p.m. There is no fee to attend TORUS, but early registration is encouraged.  

“This conference provides a unique opportunity for undergraduates studying mathematics and related fields,” said Dr. Karla Oty, one of the conference organizers and chair of Cameron’s mathematical sciences department.  “We are one of only 27 conferences nationwide supported by the Mathematical Association of America for the 2004-2005 academic year and we are the only one being held in Texas or Oklahoma.”

(over)

torus, ADD ONE
Dr. Gary Buckley, CU Vice President of Academic Affairs, will welcome attendees and provide opening remarks. Additionally, undergraduates from Cameron, Southern Nazarene University, Southeastern Oklahoma State University and the University of Oklahoma will present 15-minute talks on a variety of mathematical topics.


The keynote speaker will be Dr. Paul Goodey, an OU mathematics professor, who will speak on “Probability and Pi: The Mathematics of Lying.” 

Goodey’s lecture will consist of an amusing list of events in the history of Pi, focusing primarily on the Buffon Needle Problem and certain experiments supposedly based on it, Oty said.   

Also planned is a one-hour panel presentation on the graduate school experience. Panelists are Thomas Faulkenberry, a fifth-year graduate student at the University of North Texas who is pursuing a Ph.D. in mathematics education; Melissa Mills, a third-year graduate student at Oklahoma State University who is pursuing a master’s in mathematics; Jason Martin, a fourth-year graduate student at OU who is pursuing a Ph.D. in applied mathematics or mathematics education; and Derek Patton, a graduate student at the University of North Texas.

Lunch will be available for $10 for those who have registered for the conference by Feb. 18.  For more information, contact Oty at 580/581-2481 or by email at koty@cameron.edu.

TORUS is partially supported by a grant administered through the Mathematical Association of America.  Co-host institutions are East Central University in Ada, Midwestern State University in Wichita Falls, Texas, and Southeastern Oklahoma State University in Durant.
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Editors and Broadcasters: For details, contact CU Government & Community Relations at 580.581.2211. 

