[image: image1.jpg]WWw.cameron. edu i

2800 W. Gore Blvd. 580-581-2211 |

Lawton, OK 735?5 aaaaa ﬂ@camer




For Immediate Release – Lawton, OK, Oct. 24, 2007
CU breaks ground on Bentley Gardens
Cameron’s mascot Ole Kim traded his pick axe for a pair of pruning sheers as he helped CU President Cindy Ross and several distinguished guests break ground on the newly named Bentley Gardens during a special ceremony held today on Cameron’s main campus in Lawton.  The gardens, previously known as the Centennial Gardens, are named for Donald S. and Stephen F. Bentley, publishers of The Lawton Constitution, who contributed $400,000 to the project.
“The Bentley family is happy to contribute to the continued success of Cameron.  Higher education is an integral part of the future of Southwest Oklahoma and the support of many individuals and foundations will ensure that it continues to be a center of excellence for the students, the faculty and community,” Steve Bentley said.

Ole Kim and CU Student Government Association President Jeff Wozencraft conducted some initial preparations on the area including pruning trees before unveiling the plans for the gardens.  Ross and Tom Clark, Chairman of The University of Oklahoma, Cameron University and Rogers State University Board of Regents along with Regents Richard Dunning, Jon Stuart, Max Weitzenhoffer, Larry Wade, John Bell, and Leslie Rainbolt-Forbes; Bill Burgess, Chairman of the Oklahoma State Regents for Higher Education; and Cameron student Jessica Daoang helped celebrate the momentous occasion.   
“We are very proud to conduct another groundbreaking at Cameron University,” Ross said.  “Bentley Gardens will forever transform the Cameron campus.  It will help draw students and the community alike creating memories of their experience at Cameron. I am thrilled to share this historic event with the community and Cameron supporters who have made this dream a reality.”
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Bentley Gardens, ADD ONE
The 2.6 acre gardens planned at the heart of the Lawton campus will lie in the area bounded by the Shepler Towers, Cameron Village, the new Business Building, the Sciences Complex and the planned Centennial Student Activities Complex (SAC). Designs for the complex include a large patio and a second floor balcony overlooking the gardens which will provide a spectacular view for student and community gatherings.  
The gardens will include a 1/3 acre pond, named The Monica and Tom McCasland Family Pond, in recognition of the Duncan couple’s significant contribution to the project.  Other features of the garden include a gazebo with band shell, green spaces, picnic tables, benches, strolling paths, and places for quiet contemplation. This lovely campus focal point, designed to enhance the beauty of the campus, will give Cameron students a more fulfilling college experience and provide a place to relax and enjoy the outdoors.  
“I am excited to share in this special moment in Cameron’s history,” said Chairman Clark.  “The look and feel of campus have already begun to change and the addition of Bentley Gardens will further modify Cameron’s campus into a traditional and inviting collegiate environment.”

The Bentleys contributed the bulk of the funds needed to construct the gardens as part of the Cameron University: Changing Lives campaign.  The Bentley family – which has owned The Lawton Constitution since 1910 – has been a prominent supporter of Cameron throughout the college’s history, including assistance for President’s Partners, the athletic program, and KCCU (Cameron’s public radio station).  The Shepler Center dormitory and cafeteria complex is named for their grandparents, Mae and Ned Shepler.

In 1994, Steve was named to the OU Board of Regents, a position once held by his grandfather Ned and great-grandfather John.  He served 12 years - twice as chairman.  He also served on the State Board of Vocational and Technical Education in addition to many other civic endeavors.

Don has served as chairman of the Chamber of Commerce Military Affairs Committee and as president of the Southwest Oklahoma Chapter of the Association of the U.S. Army and vice president of the AUSA Fourth Region. He has been chairman of the Board of Directors of St. Paul's United Methodist Church and has served on the boards of Comanche County Memorial Hospital, Lawton YMCA and the Black Beaver 
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Bentley Gardens, ADD TWO

Council of Boy Scouts of America.

Ross said the gardens will integrate new construction with existing buildings to help fulfill the vision for a more traditional campus.  University officials plan to complete construction on the gardens near the end of the school’s Centennial year, academic year 2008-2009.
Cameron University has raised 95 percent of the Centennial Campaign’s expanded fundraising goal of $10 million.  The Bentley Gardens comprise $500,000 of the original campaign and to date, Cameron has received funds or pledges totaling $702,233 or 140 percent of that goal.  Cameron University will create gardens on the CU-Duncan campus as well.
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