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For Immediate Release – Lawton, OK, June 30, 2005

State and local officials help dedicate CETES; Cameron hopes to aid economic growth in area
Cameron University’s Center for Emerging Technology and Entrepreneurial Studies (CETES) was officially dedicated this morning during a special ceremony featuring state and local officials, citizens and students. 
The dedication was highlighted by Oklahoma’s Commerce and Tourism Secretary Kathy Taylor as the keynote speaker and marked the opening of the facility designed to promote new technologies and economic development in Southwest Oklahoma.
Cameron President Cindy Ross and CETES Executive Director Peter Abramo were joined in opening the new facility by Regents Tom Clark, Jon Stuart and Larry Wade from the University of Oklahoma Board of Regents, Oklahoma State Regent Bill Burgess, Mary Kate Heltzel of the Samuel Roberts Noble Foundation, Barbara Braught of the McCasland Foundation, Ann Way and Susan Frantz of the Sarkeys Foundation, as well as other Southwest Oklahoma community leaders. 

“We are excited by the recognition and support for the promise of CETES,” Ross said. “CETES will spur business development in Southwest Oklahoma and result in higher paying jobs. In order for Oklahoma to prosper in the 21st century we must identify and create an environment that stimulates technology-driven companies. Doing so will help stop the exodus of the state’s college-educated residents to other states in search of better-paying jobs.”
(over)

cetes, ADD ONE
CETES will serve as a multipurpose facility, housing the CU Department of MultiMedia Instructional Design on its first floor and, on the second floor, the CETES incubator which will hold multiple start-up companies. 
The facility is intended to be a catalyst for the development of knowledge-based industries in Southwest Oklahoma, using state-of-the-art technology with the expertise of CU faculty to provide support services for new industries.

Client companies who enter the incubator will be provided space for conferences, meetings and product demonstrations. Faculty will provide advice in finance, strategic planning, marketing, accounting, business plan development, technology and communication. An in-house support team will provide assistance with proposal preparation.
Cameron students will also be a resource for the new companies. Working with the companies will allow the students to develop their technology and business expertise, as well as gain “real-world” experience. 

“We have already filled two slots in the incubator with the extremely promising young companies LYNAYS L.L.C. and Oklahoma Computer, Robots and Software,” Abramo said. “These companies, as well as the numerous tenants to come, have the ability to produce economic growth in Southwest Oklahoma. It is an exciting time for Cameron University and the region.”  
Phase I of the CETES project got underway in April 2004 with the renovation of Cameron’s Physical Sciences Building. The structure housed CU’s physical sciences department from 1964 until 1996 when the department moved into the new Sciences Complex.  

CETES’ first phase cost approximately $2.5 million. More than half that amount was financed through private donations, including $750,000 from the Samuel Roberts Noble Foundation in Ardmore, $300,000 from the McCasland Foundation in Duncan and $250,000 from the Sarkeys Foundation in Norman. A 1998 bond issue provided nearly $1 million more, and $75,000 came from the Governor’s Oil Overcharge Fund. The remaining $200,000 came from targeted institutional funds.
 (more)

cetes, ADD TWO
“This project would not have been possible without the overwhelming generosity of the Noble Foundation, the McCasland Foundation and the Sarkeys Foundation,” Ross said. “Each of these foundations is deeply committed to finding new ways to advance Oklahoma. We are privileged that they chose to support CETES and share in our vision for the potential this project holds for our state.”

Funding has already been secured for Phase II of the CETES project, which will cost $2.4 million and expand a wing on the south end of the existing structure. This addition will house a business networking center, a data disaster recovery system, a back-up emergency operations center and a center for regional economic development. 
In Fall 2004, the citizens of Lawton approved a measure as part of the city’s 2005 Capital Improvement Program that authorized city leaders to issue bonds for $1.5 million for Phase II. 

The project continued to garner support in December, when the Economic Development Administration allotted $900,000 for the addition. Cameron officials are currently in the process of selecting an architectural and engineering service firm. 
The Oklahoma State Regents for Higher Education also awarded Cameron University a $100,000 economic development grant for a “Technology Growth Strategies Program” during its monthly meeting in April. Cameron was one of only four higher education institutions selected to receive grants from a pool of 19 proposals submitted by colleges and universities statewide. 

With the grant, Cameron will establish a program to develop a commercialization model designed to aid companies in transferring their technology from solely military customers to civilian industries.
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