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For Immediate Release – Lawton, OK, May 16, 2005

Cameron faculty, staff and students honored at annual Student Support Services event
Dr. Sarah Janda received the Student Support Services (SSS) Outstanding Faculty Award during the department’s annual Leaders in Education and Opportunity awards ceremony at Cameron University.

The recent event honored outstanding students, staff, and faculty involved with SSS during the 2004-2005 academic year year. The ceremony also featured the presentation of outstanding staff service awards, which went to Shirley Goss, Cova Newman and Carole Wydur; the Leaders in Education and Opportunities (LEO) awards; and several alumni and students participation awards.
Janda received her award after receiving several student nominations, which touted Janda as “an excellent professor” and “a professor who is willing to go above and beyond to help students.”

“We have many wonderful academic partners who provide time and effort above and beyond their classroom duties,” said SSS director Suzanne Aplin when presenting Janda the award. “These sometimes “unsung” heroes like Dr. Janda are vital to the retention and persistence of students who may come to this campus unsure of their ability to succeed in college.” 

Janda earned her undergraduate and graduate degrees from the University of Oklahoma where she also began her college teaching career as a research assistant in the department of history. She joined Cameron’s faculty ranks in 2001.     
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A member of Phi Alpha Theta national history honor society and the Western Historical Association, Janda has been honored with the University of Oklahoma Press Graduate Student Dissertation Award, the Conference and Creative Exhibition Grant Award, the Bea Mantooth Estep Travel Fellowship Award and the Donnell M. Owings Award for Outstanding Student in American History. 
Goos was honored for her 15 years of service to the SSS program with an Outstanding Staff Service Awards. Though not employed by the SSS program, Goos continued teaching a special section of beginning and intermediate algebra for program participants. Goos, an instructor in the mathematical sciences department, is retiring at the end of the spring semester. 
Carole Wydur, student services administrative assistant, and Cova Newman, instructor in the education department, also received an Outstanding Staff Service awards. 
Debra Leffler received the SSS Distinguished Alumni Award. Leffler finished both her bachelor’s and master’s degrees at CU. Additionally, she completed coursework required for a licensed professional counselor and a licensed marriage and family therapist.  
The six students named as recipients of LEO Awards for their academic achievements while utilizing the SSS tutorial labs included: Kathryn Ragaglia (writing) and Michele Fitzsimmons (science), both from Lawton; Tiffany Nolan (computer) from Elgin; Dennise Pocowatchit (reading) from Cyril; and Katherine Wilcox (math) from Apache. Melissa Notley from Duncan received recognition for her success utilizing the individual tutoring services.

Also recognized during the ceremony were outstanding peer tutors Gail Castlebury, Rhymalese Clarke, Thomas Lewis, Saundra Mitrovich, Dale Powell, Ivanilda Santos, Jeanne Vann and Larry Young; and outstanding peer mentors Suzan Esley, Sheila Hodge, Michael Robinson and Ivanilda Santos.
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