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For Immediate Release – Lawton, OK, Feb. 25, 2004

Scott’s pride: A journey ‘Here and There’

Cameron University art professor Dr. Barbara Scott is taking a journey, and she invites the public to join her — a journey from Southwest Oklahoma to Italy and back home to her own living room.
In her exhibit, “Here and There: Images from Barbara,” now on display at Southwestern Medical Center’s Pride Gallery, Scott takes her viewers on a 24-work visual journey in a wide array of artistic styles, media and presentation.  
One of the major “Here” themes represents Scott’s interpretation of the Wichitas, which includes several watercolor paintings, some of which have been embellished with materials such as glitter and beads to further depict both the artist’s personality and the influences her subjects have had on her.
“I am a happy person,” Scott said, “and my art work is a celebration of the joy of being. Through color, rhythm, form and humor, I try to suggest the delights of the textures, sounds, aromas and sights of my world. Incorporating other materials into my paintings not only enhance their content, but also apply the ‘glitz’ or texture I perceive in the world around me.”
The major “There” theme presents Scott’s experiences in Paestum, Italy, where she spent a day in 1994. Paestum, an old Greek settlement conquered by the Romans and which stands today as a picturesque archaeological ruin, mesmerized Scott’s artistic eye.
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scott, ADD ONE
“I was captivated by the stark contrast of warm, golden stone and bright blue sky and by the negative spaces between the ruined temple columns,” Scott said. “My Paestum series address these spaces in one way or another.”
One way Scott addresses these spaces is through quilting — literally stitching a piece of painted canvas on top of another painted canvas. In some of her works, she uses quilting to draw out and emphasize the negative spaces, thus giving them the illusion of appearing in the foreground of the picture.    

“There are times when I see something as I have never seen it before,” Scott said. “I perceive that object differently or understand it differently. This insight occurs when my mind takes a moment to interpret something visual. I meanwhile ‘see’ what is not there, such as a negative space instead of a positive space for form.”
Finally, one of the other major “Here” themes represents Scott’s personal, day-to-day experiences — experiences that usually involve her cats. One work in particular, titled “Outdoor Cats Don’t Snore,” demonstrates yet again Scott’s unique insights.  
“A major mode of insight for me is humor, which involves a juxtaposition of ideas or images that collide” Scott said. “In this picture, it is storming outside and the lightning is flashing across the sky, but my cat is curled up with her favorite toy on a comfortable chair, so deeply asleep that she is snoring. It occurred to me that outdoor cats don’t snore when they sleep; they don’t have that luxury. They have to sleep with one eye open.”
Scott depicts this juxtaposition of her cat’s sleeping habits to those of outdoor cats by once again employing quilting, this time by outlining the major shapes in the work with thin lines of white paint. 
“Quilting the piece that way gave it a feeling of comfort, home and safety,” Scott said. “My cat is sleeping soundly in the comfort of that chair, oblivious to the storm outside. The quilting effect helps conjure up all those comfortable, warm and dry feelings.” 
For Scott, art has always been an integral part of life. She received her first painting lessons from her grandmother, who was also a painter. 
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scott, ADD TWO
“My grandmother gave me my first lessons in oil painting,” Scott said. “She used to paint landscapes and murals for the walls of baptisteries, and I was the only person she would allow to see her unfinished works. She had a studio that she used to keep locked so no one would look at her works in progress, and she kept all of her works draped until they were finished. When I was a girl, my grandmother was the one who encouraged my mother to let me draw in my journals because she knew I was going to be an artist.”
Scott’s grandfather, “PaPa Kerr,” was also an artist whose specialty was photography.
“PaPa Kerr was a freelance photographer and often worked as a society photographer for Amon Carter,” Scott said. “PaPa Kerr even owned his own studio, but he had to sell it because of the Great Depression.”
Throughout her life, Scott has continued to build upon her early art experiences. Not only does she have an interdisciplinary Ph.D. in art history, history, literature and philosophy, but she has also shared her love of art with Cameron students for the last 25 years.  
Scott’s “Here and There” exhibit is on display until April 16. For more information, contact Southwestern Medical Center’s Pride Gallery at 580/531-4740.
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Editors and Broadcasters: For more information contact CU Government & Community Relations at 580.581.2211.  A jpeg sample of Dr. Scott’s work can be obtained via email by contacting thescoop@cameron.edu.

