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For Immediate Release – Lawton, OK, Nov. 10, 2005
Cameron helps Lawton Philharmonic Orchestra with new beginning; students to gain experience   
Cameron University and the Lawton Philharmonic Society held a press conference today to announce plans for the revival of the Lawton Philharmonic Orchestra (LPO) and the upcoming spring concert schedule. 
Cameron University faculty and staff played a key role in opening a new chapter in the history of the Lawton Philharmonic Orchestra.

“Cameron University recognized the importance of the LPO to the cultural and economic life of the community,” said Von Underwood, Ph.D., Interim Dean of the School of Liberal Arts. “Our faculty and staff have been delighted to do join in helping to re-launch the orchestra on the firmest footing for the future.” 
As part of the LPO’s new beginning, Cameron students will be offered several educational opportunities. During the first concert CU’s choral students, as well as other city choral groups, will have an opportunity to sing with a full, professional symphony orchestra. Through a master class Cameron will offer conducting students the opportunity to work closely with conductors of both spring concerts from rehearsals and develop orchestral pieces through to the final performance. 
A few CU students will also have a chance to participate in a course in Fine Arts Management, which will be designed to help them understand the complex kinds of development of support and funding required for a professional orchestra to grow and to thrive.  
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LPO, ADD ONE

“These are all opportunities that our students would not otherwise have,” Underwood said. “We are excited for the future of both LPO and Cameron University.” 

Cameron University assistance does not end with the student interaction. Cameron will supply the conductor – Earl Logan, Ph.D. – for the first concert. Logan has conducted the LPO before and teaches vocal performance at Cameron. 
Faculty members John Moots and Kirsten Underwood have both played extensively with LPO and will provide contracting support. Jennifer Elbert, Assistant to the Dean in the CU’s School of Liberal Arts, is aiding the orchestra with new graphic designs. Cameron will also provide logistic support for the concerts. 
“Our entire music faculty desires to help and to see the LPO prosper and succeed in the future,” Underwood said. “We are among the many groups and organizations in the community who are going to support the LPO this year and long into the future. It is a privilege for us to join with the other musicians and lovers of great music in this new beginning.”
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