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For Immediate Release – Lawton, OK, Mar. 8, 2007
Cameron awards waivers to Academic Decathlon winners
Cameron University recently awarded three high school students with Oklahoma Academic Decathlon (OKAD) waivers.  The new tuition waiver scholarships were presented to the top three overall students in the OKAD competition held on CU’s main campus March 2-3.

The top three overall individual winners receiving OKAD waivers were George Andrew Spriggs, Victoria Felder and Jaron Moore.  All three students represented Eisenhower High School at the competition.

“These three students are to be commended for their dedication to academic achievement” said Lance Janda, Ph.D., Associate Vice President for Enrollment Management and Coordinator, Office of Graduate Studies.  “Cameron University is proud to offer the Oklahoma Academic Decathlon waivers to students who realize the importance of education to help them reach their academic goals.”
More than 70 students competed in this year’s event, representing teams from six Oklahoma schools: Lawton Eisenhower High School; Lawton High School; Lawton MacArthur High School; John Marshall High School, Oklahoma City; Northwest Classen High School, Oklahoma City; and Star Spencer High School, Oklahoma City.
The primary purpose of the United States Academic Decathlon (USAD) is to develop and provide academic competitions, curriculum, and assessment to promote learning and academic excellence through teamwork 
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among students of all achievement levels.  The USAD is a nationwide competition that includes approximately 43 states.  Oklahoma became a member in 1984 with initial school participation by Eisenhower Senior High in Lawton.  Since 1984 more than 22 schools have participated.  

Cameron University and Lawton Public Schools sponsored the state event from 1984 to 1995.  Oklahoma City University and Oklahoma City Public Schools took over sponsorship of OKAD in 1996.  CU and LPS returned as sponsors of the competition in 2004. 
Students participating in OKAD compete in ten different events including six tests, speech, interview, essay and the Super Quiz.  Each team is comprised of nine students who compete in three different divisions according to their grade point average for the past two years.  The three divisions are Honor (3.75-4.0), Scholastic (3.0-3.74), and Varsity (2.99 and below).
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Editors and Broadcasters: For more information, contact Amber McNeil, Director of Media Relations, in the Office of Community Relations at 580.581.2611. 
