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For Immediate Release – Lawton, OK, Sept. 6, 2007
Children’s Books Are for Adults, Too

The Center for Creative Living invites residents to rediscover books from their youth during a reading and discussion series, “Not for Children Only,” that begins on Sept. 11 at 6:30 p.m. at the Center for Creative Living.  The series, co-sponsored by Cameron University, is part of the statewide “Let’s Talk About It, Oklahoma” project and continues for five sessions through Dec. 4.
“Books written for children know no age limit,” said Scherrey Cardwell, Ph.D., Cameron University Professor of English and Foreign Languages and Project Director. “We want to give adult readers an opportunity to read again some of the books they loved as children, to read some classics they may have missed, and to learn about good contemporary children’s books so they can encourage their children and grandchildren to read.”

Books, theme materials and services for this series are provided free of charge by “Let’s Talk About It, Oklahoma” through a grant from the Oklahoma Humanities Council and the National Endowment for the Humanities.

Participants will meet five evenings to discuss works of children’s literature. For each program, a visiting scholar will make a presentation about the evening’s reading, relating it to the overall theme. Small group discussion will follow, and participants will then come back together for a brief wrap-up. 
The first reading in the series, scheduled for September 11 at 6:30 p.m. at the Center for Creative Living, will be a collection of “Classic Fairy Tales.” Cardwell will lecture on the fairy tales from an adult perspective.
The reading for the second program on Oct. 2 is Louisa May Alcott’s “Little Women.” The visiting scholar will be Vivian Thomlinson, Ph.D., English Professor at Cameron University. Among other courses, Thomlinson teaches Women in Literature at Cameron. 

The third book in the series scheduled for Oct. 23 is Kenneth Grahame’s classic “The Wind in the Willows.” The visiting scholar for this evening will be Heather Everett, Children’s Librarian at the Lawton Public Library.

The fourth readings for Nov. 13 are E. B. White’s treasured book “Charlotte’s Web” and “Bridge to Terabithia” by Newberry medalist Katherine Paterson. The visiting scholar will be Caroline Larsen, attorney and law clerk for the United States District Court in Oklahoma City. 

The fifth and final readings, scheduled for Dec. 4, are “Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry” and “I Am the Cheese.” The visiting scholar will be Harbour Winn, Ph.D., English Professor and Director of the Center for Interpersonal Studies through Film and Literature at Oklahoma City University. 

“There are many reasons why children’s literature is ‘not for children only’,”said Cardwell.  “I hope everyone will join us and re-experience the joy of reading books they enjoyed as children.” 
The program is free of charge. To register, call the Center for Creative Living at 248-0471 or go by the center at 3501 SW Dr. Elsie Hamm Drive (formerly “F” Avenue) in Lawton and pick up the first book. 
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Editors and Broadcasters: For more information, contact Amber McNeil, Director of Media Relations, in the Office of Community Relations at 580.581.2611. 
