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For Immediate Release – Lawton, OK, March. 29, 2005

Cameron University speech and debate team wins national championships in two events
If you debate Zach Fort and Sarah Collins, you’ll lose. 

The Cameron University students are the nation’s best in their debate category and now they have the hardware to prove it. 

Fort, a junior speech communication major from Mannford, and Collins, a junior speech communication major from Denison, Texas, teamed to win the national championship in Varsity Parliamentary Debate at the recent Pi Kappa Delta National Convention and Speech/Debate Tournament. Held at Webster University in St. Louis, the convention and tournament featured competitors from 72 schools in 26 states. 
“We are really excited and extremely honored,” Fort said. “Things just seemed to fall in place at this tournament. Topics that haven’t worked out for us before, worked out at this tournament. Only one time did we get freaked out a little and that ended up working out beautifully. Everything just came together.”

Fort earned his second national championship by winning the dramatic interpretation (individual) event. 
Fort and Collins also garnered All-American status during the convention and tournament. Only nine students from the nation were given this honor. Fort and Collins are the first Cameron students be named All-Americans and were the only two from one school, out of the nine students who were named All-Americans.
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speech and debate, ADD ONE
CU student Jonathon Hooks, from Duncan, took third place in prose, and Bethany Beck and Malinda Rust, both from Lawton, took fourth place and won Excellent Silver awards in novice parliamentary debate. 

Collins also received Superior Gold award in impromptu speaking, Hooks and Fort received Superior Gold Awards in prose interpretation, Fort received Superior Gold award in poetry and Hooks earned an Excellent Silver award in dramatic interpretation.

Jennifer Adrian, Allegra Kephart, Kamaya Ousley and Clint Williams, all of Lawton, contributed to Cameron’s sweepstakes points.
As a team, the Aggies won 10th place in overall sweepstakes out of 72 competing colleges and universities.  In the individual events sweepstakes, Cameron placed seventh overall and in the debate sweepstakes CU took fifth place. 
Cameron speech and debate advisor Tyler Thornton explained that there were no divisions at the national tournament. Cameron competed against all two- and four-year colleges and universities, both private and public, from across the nation.  
“We debate against the best schools in the country at the national tournament,” Thornton said. “I’m very proud of the way our team competed and our overall placement.” 
Among universities Cameron surpassed in the competition were Carson Newman College from Tennessee, McKendree College from Illinois, Florida International University, Webster University from Missouri, Boise State University from Idaho, William Carey College from Massachusetts and Abilene Christian University from Texas.
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