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For Immediate Release – Lawton, OK, Aug. 11, 2004

McMahon Foundation funds scholarship program

to help Cameron student-athletes earn degrees 

The McMahon Foundation has created a scholarship program that will help Cameron University student-athletes complete their college educations after their athletic eligibility runs out.
The foundation allocated $15,000 in funding for the program during its monthly meeting on Monday.
These scholarships will provide tuition assistance to CU students who have completed their four years of athletic eligibility, but are still making satisfactory progress toward earning a degree.  Each recipient is required to complete his or her degree within a year of receiving the scholarship.
“We feel it is very important that Cameron’s athletes get their college degrees,” said Dr. Charles Graybill, chairman of the McMahon Foundation. “If their athletic scholarships run out and they still need a few hours to graduate, we’d like to see them stay in school.  We want them to leave Cameron with a degree.”  
To be eligible for the scholarship, a student-athlete must be within 28 hours of earning a degree, have a cumulative grade point average of at least 2.0 and have a willingness to perform assigned duties within the CU Athletic Department.
“Although it may seem that there is a high rate of non-degree completion among student-athletes within the four years considered normal for earning a degree, this extended time frame is not unusual among today’s
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college-going population – whether they are student-athletes or not,” said CU Athletic Director Sam Carroll. “Cameron’s athletes make a strong commitment in both the classroom and on the playing field.  We are pleased that the McMahon Foundation recognizes that and is doing what it can to help them earn degrees.”
The new scholarship program will also benefit several of CU’s out-of-state junior college transfers who suffered a loss of credit hours because of transfer requirements.
Carroll noted that Cameron has 10 student-athletes for the 2004-2005 academic year who meet scholarship eligibility requirements.  Four are within 15 credit hours of a degree and all 10 will be able to complete degrees by the end of the coming academic year.
In all, these 10 athletes require a total of 164 hours to complete their degrees.  The $15,000 scholarship program will fund the bulk of the $16,400 in tuition it will take for these student-athletes to complete their college education.  The grant, which will be allocated according to the financial need of the individual athletes, will make it possible for all 10 to earn their college degrees.
During the past 40 years, the McMahon Foundation has given approximately $9 million to Cameron, dating back to its junior college era. These funds have helped finance construction projects such as the McMahon Fine Arts Complex, the McMahon Living & Learning Center at Cameron Village, and the agriculture research complex. It has also made possible an international music competition, a scholarship program for outstanding students and the Louise D. McMahon Endowed Chair in Music.
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