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For Immediate Release – Lawton, OK, Dec. 6, 2007
Training developed with help from CU students, professor gets national attention
Cameron University and Advanced Systems Technology, both of Lawton, Oklahoma have produced Basic Immigration Enforcement Training (BIET) for local, state and tribal law enforcement officers that has caught the attention of congressional staffers and police departments across the nation.
CU multimedia design interns under the direction of CU professor Donald Aguilar provided the instructional design and development expertise while Advanced Systems Technology, Inc. provided the storyboarding and authoring software for the project. 
“Together, this group has developed and is delivering BIET to selected law enforcement officers to determine whether it is feasible to establish a nationwide e-learning curriculum covering basic immigration law enforcement issues for those officers,” Aguilar said.  
The curriculum is based, in part, on the Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) curriculum originally developed for the Alabama State Police.

During this three-year project, the Cameron/AST Team will provide approximately 500 participating officers with access to the demonstration curriculum free of charge through a secure, encrypted, Internet-based site (NexPort) currently available to the law enforcement community.  NexPort provides guaranteed around-the-clock access. 

-more-

BIET, ADD ONE

The BIET curriculum employed in the demonstration project will address learning objectives for the following subjects:

· Types of false identification commonly used by illegal and criminal aliens.

· Various types of nonimmigrant visas
· Differences between immigrant and nonimmigrant status
· Differences between lawful and unlawful presence
· Consular notification issues
· Diplomatic immunity issues
· Using the Law Enforcement Support Center Database
 

The project was funded under congressional authorization, with money to support the project coming through a grant from the Department of Justice’s (DOJ) Community-Oriented Policing Services (COPS) program. The project was conceived to answer an increasing problem for state, local, and tribal law enforcement.  
“Rather than spending millions of dollars on traditional classroom training, basic subjects can be cost-effectively addressed using the internet, allowing ICE’s staff to focus their specialized skills on advanced training subjects.  BIET may be a way to get needed instruction to law enforcement officers nationwide at minimum cost,” Aguilar said.
Law enforcement agencies interested in learning more about the program should visit http://www.nexportsolutions.com/biet/.
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