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For Immediate Release – Lawton, OK, March 24, 2005

Cameron communication department

hosts gifted and talented workshops

The Cameron University Department of Communication recently hosted more than 200 gifted and talented students from 16 Southwest Oklahoma and North Texas elementary schools. 

The students participated in four workshops, including debate, public speaking, computer photo-graphics and parliamentary procedure. Each of the workshops was designed for the fourth, fifth, and sixth grade students. 

"The communication department is celebrating 21 years hosting the workshops on campus," said Tony Allison, chair of the communication department and director of Cameron's gifted and talented workshops. “These sessions provide a hands-on enrichment opportunity for gifted and talented students in speech communication and computer graphics." 

The following elementary schools attended the gifted and talented workshop: Apache Elementary; Burkburnett (Texas) IC Evans Middle School; Washington Elementary in Clinton; Empire Elementary, Lawton Eisenhower Elementary, Flower Mound Elementary, Whittier Elementary, and Woodlands Hills Elementary, all of Lawton; Lakeview Elementary, Lincoln Elementary, and Kennedy Elementary, both from Norman; Tipton Elementary; and Valley View (Texas) Elementary; and Walters Elementary.
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Tyler Thornton, Cameron’s speech and debate coach, taught the debate workshop which focused on Lincoln-Douglas debate (one-person debating another).  Students Zach Fort and Sarah Collins, both members of Cameron’s speech and debate team, assisted Thornton during the workshops.   

Students learned easy methods of organization, analysis, building case arguments, refutation and cross-examination.  

Assistant professor Justin Walton taught the public speaking workshop and was assisted by some of his communication students. During the workshop, students worked on stage presence, organizing ideas, "thinking" while speaking, speaking before an audience, making introductions and making announcements. 

Chris Keller, assistant professor and adviser to the Cameron Collegian, taught the computer photo-graphics workshop. Students were introduced to basic skills in photo composition and image editing. 

Students in the parliamentary procedure workshop were taught by associate professor Dr. James Heflin.  The gifted and talented students were introduced to basic parliamentary procedure techniques. They also participated in conducting business meetings with specific agendas and motions.

– 30 –

PR#05-077

Editors and Broadcasters: For details, contact CU Government & Community Relations at 580.581.2211. 

