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For Immediate Release– Lawton, OK, Aug. 3, 2004

Cameron wins first ‘best of show’ award
at annual college public relations contest
Cameron University snared the coveted “Best of Show” honor during this year’s Oklahoma College Public Relations Association awards contest. 
The honor was one of eight won by Cameron during the organization’s annual summer conference, held recently in Tulsa. OCPRA is made up of public relations professionals from the state’s public and private colleges and universities.  The organization endeavors to increase the professional skills of its members, as well as promote higher education.
This year’s contest featured competition in 27 different categories.  The winners of each category competed against each other for “Best of Show.”  This was the first year for the honor to be given.
Cameron received the award for an invitation to an event marking the start of construction of the Center for Emerging Technology and Entrepreneurial Studies last spring.  The project, which was given a grand award in the “Bright Idea” category for unusual and innovative concepts, was developed by Keith Mitchell, CU’s director of government and community relations. The mailout consisted of a pair of cotton work gloves, sent to community leaders with a card in the shape of a construction sign inviting them to bring the gloves and help start the CETES renovation project.
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Also competing for the “Best of Show” honor was a story on Cameron alumni Buck and Irene Clements, which appeared in the inaugural issue of Cameron Magazine.  The story, written by media projects coordinator Jon Horinek, won a grand award in the “Full-Length Feature” category.
Horinek also won an award of excellence for the cover of the current Cameron student handbook featuring mascot Ole Kim, along with an award of achievement for a poster promoting the CU Alumni Association’s 2003 reunion and an honorable mention for a Cameron ad he created for this year’s edition of the Lawton-Fort Sill Chamber of Commerce and Industry’s membership directory.
An award of achievement was presented to the university for the inaugural issue of Cameron Magazine, a project initiated by Dr. David Wolf, vice president of development. The magazine was developed by the Government and Community Relations, Development and Alumni Relations offices.  The first issue was designed by Horinek and contained stories by him, Mitchell, CU sports information director Steve Doughty, alumni relations director Sandy Joyner, alumni program assistant Melba Wood and Cameron alumna Wendy Dunmeyer.
The university’s new spirit logo, featuring an updated version of Ole Kim, was also given an award of achievement.  The new logo was introduced during a homecoming pep rally last February.
Overall, it was Cameron’s best-ever showing in the contest, which accepted nearly 300 entries this year.
The OCPRA elected a new slate of officers and directors during the conference.  Mitchell, who served as the organization’s president in 2002-2003, was elected to a three-year term as treasurer.
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