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For Immediate Release – Lawton, OK, May 12, 2008
Col. Eileen Collins inspires 2008 Cameron graduates   
Guest speaker Col. Eileen Collins received a rousing welcome from Cameron University’s 2008 graduates, their friends and families and the CU faculty and staff during the 2008 Commencement ceremony held Friday, May 9 at Cameron Stadium.  The first woman to pilot and command an American spacecraft, Collins has led an inspiring life of adventure, leadership, and achievement. 
During her remarks, Collins revealed to the rapt audience that it was when she resided in Enid and Altus that she learned to fly airplanes and ride motorcycles – and where she developed a passion for astronomy and the space program. “I enjoyed the beautiful sunsets and dark starry nights,” she shared. “This is where I lived when I made a conscious decision to apply for the astronaut program.”

Collins spoke of the many jobs she held while paying for her own education, including working at a fast food restaurant, a miniature golf course and a janitorial service. “I never felt I was too good to do anything,” she explained. “Hard work is good for one’s character. There is always someone you can make happier as a result of your hard work, no matter how trivial it seems at the time.”

After telling the audience about the breathtaking views of planet Earth she enjoyed while in space, Collins said, “Many of you will go on to be leaders in your chosen field. Your success will come from the pride you have in being a citizen of this beautiful planet.” 
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She then shared “The Five H’s,” her formula to success in life: hard work, humility, honesty, health, and happiness. Of hard work, she said, “I believe in the old saying that ‘Success is one percent inspiration and 99 percent perspiration.’” 

When speaking of honesty, she urged, “As a leader, make sure your team knows that you expect truthfulness, thoroughness and teamwork.” 
Collins concluded with some tips for finding success. “Whatever you do in life, do something you love,” she said. “Keep stress in check. Spend time with your family. Travel, and read good books. Keep challenging yourself. Things in life may surprise you. Learn to use setbacks to your advantage. There’s a great big beautiful world out there, and I hope you are one of the people who will make it better. I encourage you to dream, because dreams do come true.”

The commencement ceremony was a festive occasion for Cameron’s 2007-2008 graduates, many of whom expressed their joy with exuberant whoops of satisfaction, beaming smiles and congratulatory hugs for members of the CU faculty. The ceremony honored candidates who earned degrees during the 2007-2008 year, spanning the academic terms from summer 2007 through Fall 2008. For a complete listing of candidates, go to www.cameron.edu/commencement/candidates.
Prior to the commencement ceremony, master’s candidates participated in the annual Hooding Ceremony at the Cameron University Theatre. Chancellor Glen D. Johnson, chief executive officer for the Oklahoma State System of Higher Education and one of the foremost authorities on higher education in the state, addressed the master’s candidates. 

“Cameron University has given you a solid foundation for your life outside of academics,” Johnson said. “You have been given roots and wings – the roots of a firm foundation and the wings to explore, to fly. You’ve received a great education, and now is the time to make the most of it.”
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The hooding ceremony, denoting scholarly and professional achievements, is a tradition that signals the passing from student to master. The hood – a type of elongated scarf draped over the shoulders and displayed down the back with the lining turned inside out – is the most expressive component of the academic costume. It serves to communicate the owner’s school, degree and field of study through its length and the colors of the lining and binding. 
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