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For Immediate Release – Lawton, OK, April 7, 2005

Cameron graduate’s film to make US debut, producer to spend four days with students
A short film written by a Cameron University graduate and produced by a British filmmaker will make its United States debut early next week in Lawton. 
The 12-minute film, “Say It with Flowers,” will be screened at 7 p.m. Tuesday, April 12, at Carmike Cinemas, 7102 NW Cache Road. The event is free and open to the public. After the screening, Chelsey Simpson, who wrote the film, and director/producer Wyn Mason will hold a forum to discuss the film.

An alumna of Cameron’s Presidential Leaders/University Scholars program, Simpson received her Bachelors of Arts degree in 2004. Simpson, who is now the editor-in-chief of Oklahoma Living magazine, wrote the script as part of a class assignment while studying abroad at the University of Wales in Swansea in the Spring 2003. Mason, who was Simpson’s screenwriting professor, decided to make the screenplay a reality.

“It is a beautifully constructed story, full of rich cinematic imagery,” Mason said. “When I first read it, I said to myself, ‘This is exactly the type of film I want to be making.’”

The film tells the story of a young woman, whose thirst for life is renewed after she receives several large boxes of flowers intended for a florist. The film’s central role is played by up-and-coming Welsh actress Eve Myles, a favorite from the long-running BBC Wales series “Belonging.”
(over)

film, ADD ONE
The film opened in mid-February with its first showing in Wales and is now being shown at several European film festivals. The film has yet not been seen in the U.S. and Simpson has yet to see the final product. 
“Because of the collaborative nature of filmmaking, I don't know exactly what to expect,” Simpson said. “I know what I wrote, but everyone else who worked on the film brought a piece of themselves to it as well, so I am very excited to see how it has evolved.”
Cameron English professor and study abroad coordinator Dr. Von Underwood worked with CU administrators to bring the film and its director to Oklahoma for a week of cultural exchange, which will include the screening and several class lectures. 

Mason will be on the Cameron campus from Monday, April 11, to Thursday, April 14, to speak at a number of the university’s film and television production classes. 
On Wednesday, April 13, a "Meet Wyn Mason" session will be held at 7 p.m. at the Leslie Powell Gallery. Mason will show a few of his other films and talk about the transition he is trying to make from documentary to narrative film. There will be a discussion session following the screenings.

Mason will also participate in an open conversation entitled "Two Filmakers Talk about FIlm" at noon, Thursday, April 14, in the Shepler Center’s Will Rogers Room on CU’s main campus in Lawton. Mason and Cameron film professor Matt Jenkins will start things off with a dialogie and then open the conversation to include the audience in the discussion. 
Mason's visit is co-sponsored by the CU Honors Program, British Studies, Sigma Tau Delta, Pi Eta Sigma and the broadcast club. For more information about Mason, visit his Web site at wynmason.com.  
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