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For Immediate Release – Lawton, OK, July 31, 2007

CU Biology Club awarded wildflower grant
The Cameron University Biology Club has been awarded a grant to add wildflowers to Oklahoma’s roadsides.  The club is among seven individuals and groups chosen for matching grants of up to $500 by Color Oklahoma – Sow Some Wild Seeds.

Color Oklahoma is a committee of the Oklahoma Native Plant Society.  ONPS chairman Kim Shannon said the “main objective with the grant program is to help beautify Oklahoma with our own native wildflowers and to educate the public about their importance ecologically, aesthetically and economically.”

The seeds will be sown by the Oklahoma Department of Transportation in the fall.  Only native wildflower seeds can be purchased in the grant program.

Michael Dunn, Ph.D., assistant professor in Cameron’s Department of Biological Sciences, and students chose three acres on the west side of Interstate 44 about eight miles north of Lawton for wildflower planting.  The club chose Indian Blanket, Tickseed and Purple Coneflower for the area.

“One of the main focuses of the Biology Club is community service and we feel that this project fits well within our members’ interests as well as providing a service to the citizens of southwestern Oklahoma and visitors to our community,” Dunn said.

-more-

Flower Grant, ADD ONE

“The Biology Club is proud of our community and our university,” Dunn said.   “As this site sits at the Gateway to Lawton and fronts the Cameron University billboard, wildflowers at this site would reflect favorably on both the city and Cameron, as well as promoting the beauty and diversity of our native flora,” 

In addition to the $500 grant from Color Oklahoma, the club received contributions from Dee Davis, manager of distribution system for Public Service Company of Oklahoma in Lawton, and Gary and Cheryl McGhee of Johnstown, Ohio, for a total budget of $1,700.  Dunn said if more money is needed the club will utilize funds raised through book and bake sales and fund raising lunches.

Other grant winners were from Muskogee, Ardmore, Weatherford, Norman and Oklahoma City University.  An application form for 2008 will be posted next fall at www.coloroklahoma.org.  Funding for the grant programs comes from donations and sales of Color Oklahoma license tags.
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