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For Immediate Release – Lawton, OK, June 4, 2004

Former Cameron University professor among

newest inductees into Higher Ed Hall of Fame

A former Cameron University English professor is among 10 educators and a current member of the State Regents for Higher Education who have been selected for induction into the Oklahoma Higher Education Hall of Fame.  The induction ceremony will be held Oct. 5 in Oklahoma City, according to an announcement Thursday by the Oklahoma Higher Education Society.
Included in the new class of inductees is Cameron professor emeritus Dr. Valree F. Wynn.
Wynn, who was a faculty member at Cameron from 1965-1985, was the first African-American to receive both her master’s and Ph.D. degrees in English from Oklahoma State University. She was the first African-American to join the Cameron faculty and the first to serve as a member and president of the Board of Regents for Oklahoma Colleges.
During nearly 20 years of service to Cameron, Wynn vigorously promoted activities benefiting the student body. She sponsored the Ebony Society, a campus organization that celebrates black culture and promotes an atmosphere that enhances the social, cultural and individual growth of its members.  She was also the founding co-sponsor of the Miss Black Cameron University Pageant, directing it for the first nine years of its existence.  Today, that pageant is known as the “Dr. Valree Wynn Miss Black CU Pageant.”
A native of Rockwall, Texas, Wynn grew up in Sentinel and graduated from Lawton Douglass High School before earning her bachelor’s degree from Langston University.  She now resides in Lewisville, Texas.
The Higher Education Hall of Fame induction ceremony and dinner is scheduled for 6 p.m. October 5 at the National Cowboy and Western Heritage Museum.  Information regarding the event and tickets may be obtained by calling the OHEHS at 405/522-5248, extension 222.
Others to be inducted include the late Dr. George W. Austin, former president of Oklahoma College for Women; Dr. Kermit E. Brown, professor emeritus of petroleum engineering at the University of Tulsa; Dr. Ivan E. Lurz, adjunct professor of botany at Tulsa Community College and former Rogers State University professor; Dr. Bailey B. McBride, professor of English at Oklahoma Christian University; Jo Rowan, professor and chair of the Dance Department at Oklahoma City University; Dr. Robert L. Sandmeyer, retired OSU professor and administrator; Dr. Yoshi K. Sasaki, George Lynn Cross research professor emeritus at the University of Oklahoma; the late Melvin B. Tolson, noted poet and former Langston faculty member; and Dr. Joe E. White, president of Carl Albert State College.
Durant banker John Massey, a former legislator and current member of the Oklahoma State Regents for Higher Education, will receive special induction for philanthropic support of higher education.
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Editors and Broadcasters: A photo of Dr. Wynn is available from CU Government & Community Relations at 580.581.2211. For more information, contact Dr. Jerry L. Hargis, executive director of the Oklahoma Higher Education Heritage Society at 405.522.5248, ext. 222, or via email at jlh1935@msn.com.  The OHEHS is located at 2100 N. Lincoln Blvd. in Oklahoma City.

For those of you who wish additional information on the other 10 inductees of the 2004 Hall of Fame class, here are thumbnail sketches:
· Dr. George W. Austin served as president of OCW (now the University of Science and Arts of Oklahoma from 1914 to 1926, leading the school in its formative years. 

· For 23 years, Dr. Kermit E. Brown served at TU as faculty member, department chair, vice president for research, and as a United Nations consultant to Brazil and Bolivia.  
· Dr. Ivan E. Lurz was a professor of biology at Rogers State University from 1972 until his retirement in 1999 and was recognized for developing student learning environs.

· Dr. Bailey B. McBride, who has served Oklahoma Christian University for 48 years as a faculty member, academic dean, academic vice president and provost, also edits the institution’s newspaper, The Christian Chronicle, which is distributed worldwide.  
· Jo Rowan, a teacher, performer, choreographer and leader in the field of professional dance, is the founder of the OCU dance program.

· During 32 years with the OSU College of Business Administration, Dr. Robert L. Sandmeyer was a faculty member and dean and was author of the concept paper for the OSU School of International Studies.  
· Dr. Yoshi K. Sasaki, an OU faculty member from 1960-1994 helped found the university’s meteorology department and the Japan America Society of Oklahoma.

· Melvin B. Tolson, poet laureate of Liberia in 1944, was a philosopher and newspaper columnist and taught at Langston from 1947-1964.  
· Dr. Joe E. White, an Oklahoma educator for 45 years, has been president of Carl Albert State College since 1976.  

· Durant banker John Massey is a former legislator and has been a member of the Oklahoma State Regents for Higher Education since 1992.  He was inducted into the Oklahoma Hall of Fame in 2002.
