[image: image1.png]R, News Release

ity Relations

CAMERON Government & Communi

UNIVERSITY {300 50750 e
Lawton, OK 73505

thescoop@cameron.edu





For Immediate Release – Lawton, OK, Feb. 14, 2006
Reading, discussion series prepares to kick off
In an effort to look at the Oklahoma experience with fresh eyes, a new reading and discussion series will explore four novels and a memoir by five contemporary Oklahoma authors.

Entitled “The Oklahoma Experience: Re-Visions,” the series kicks off at 6:30 p.m., Tuesday, Feb. 21, at the Center for Creative Living in Lawton. The program is free of charge.
The reading and discussion series was developed by the Oklahoma Library Association. Books, materials and services for this series are provided free of charge to participants by “Let’s Talk About It, Oklahoma,” a grant from the Oklahoma Humanities Council and the National Endowment for the Humanities. 
Cameron University English Professor Scherrey Cardwell, Ph.D., Program Director, said that visiting scholars will make 30-minute presentations about each of the books and small-group discussion will follow. At the end, everyone will come back together for a brief wrap-up. 

The first reading in the series will be Pushing the Bear, a novel about the Cherokee “Trail of Tears” by Diane Glancy. The visiting scholar will be Caroline Larsen, an Oklahoma City attorney. 
Another controversial event in Oklahoma history, the Tulsa Race Riot of 1921, serves as a backdrop for Rilla Askew’s Fire in Beulah and is the topic of the second program. Set for Tuesday, March 7, the program will feature Trish Yarbrough, Ph.D., English Professor at East Central University, as visiting scholar. 
The third book in the series is Roxanne Dunbar-Ortiz’s memoir about growing up in rural Oklahoma in the 1940s and 1950s, Red Dirt: Growing Up Okie. The visiting scholar for this reading/discussion on Tuesday, March 21, will be Cardwell. 
(over)

Let’s Talk About It Oklahoma, ADD ONE
The fourth reading is LeAnne Howe’s novel Shell Shaker which parallels Choctaw experience in the 1700s with Choctaw experience in Durant in the late 1990's. Lewis Parkhill, Ph.D., English Professor at East Central University, will lead the discussion of this novel on Tuesday, April 4. 
The fifth and final reading is The Honk and Holler Opening Soon by Billie Letts on Tuesday, April 18, with visiting scholar Jennifer Kidney, Ph.D., Director of “Let’s Talk About It, Oklahoma.” 

“This series provides participants the opportunity to read and discuss books by some excellent new Oklahoma authors” Cardwell said. “I hope everyone will join in ‘The Oklahoma Experience: Re-Visions.’”  
To register for the program and pick up the first book, call the Center for Creative Living at 580.248.0471 or visit the center’s office at 3501 SW. F Ave. in Lawton.
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Editors and Broadcasters: For more information, contact CU Government & Community Relations at 580.581.2211.
