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For Immediate Release – Lawton, OK, July 13, 2007

CU receives donation from Arvest Bank on behalf of Walton Family Foundation
Cameron University President Cindy Ross accepted a $10,000 gift from Arvest Bank on behalf of the Walton Family Foundation toward construction of the new Centennial Student Activities Complex as part of the Cameron University: Changing Lives campaign.

“We are very thankful to Arvest for recommending this contribution from the Walton Family Foundation,” said Ross. “It is exciting to see our business community involved in helping transform Cameron University for the next 100 years of changing lives through education.”

Dion Miller, Arvest Bank branch manager, presented the contribution to Ross today during a special ceremony held on Cameron’s main campus in Lawton.  Arvest Bank President & CEO David Madigan, Marketing Officer Lizzi George and board members Richard Allen and Johnny Owens were also present during the ceremony.

“The Walton Family Foundation supports worthwhile charitable activities in Oklahoma and around the country. The Foundation was established as the culmination of the philanthropic interests of the family of Sam M. and Helen R. Walton,” stated Madigan.  “The family's purpose in establishing the Foundation was to focus their philanthropic efforts to assure that their charitable giving would have a positive impact in their areas of focus.  Arvest Bank presented $585,000 on behalf of the Walton Family Foundation to various charities in Oklahoma in 2006.”
The Student Activities Complex will provide students a central location to study, dine, interact and relax. The facility will also house a 400-seat, divisible ballroom well suited for hosting campus and community 

-more-

Arvest/Walton, ADD ONE

events in Southwest Oklahoma.
This donation brings the total raised or pledged for construction of the complex to more than $5.9 million or 92 percent of the $6.5 million goal.  University officials plan to begin construction before or during Cameron’s centennial year, academic year 2008-2009.
Arvest Bank operates more branches in Oklahoma than any other bank according to the Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation and employs more than 1,400 associates statewide.
Regionally, Arvest operates over 200 bank branches in Oklahoma, Arkansas and Missouri through a network of 15 locally managed community banks, each with their own board of directors and management team.   These banks serve customers in 93 communities with 12-hour weekday banking at most locations. Arvest also operates a mortgage company, asset management company, insurance division and mortgage servicing company.   
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Editors and Broadcasters: For more information, contact Amber McNeil, Director of Media Relations, in the Office of Community Relations at 580.581.2611. 
