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For Immediate Release – Lawton, OK, July 28, 2005

Cameron’s annual speech and debate camp wraps up after another successful year
Cameron University's 31st Annual Speech and Debate Camp recently concluded with more than 625 high school and junior high students attending. 

The campers flocked to Cameron’s main campus in Lawton from 132 different schools, representing eight states including: Arkansas, Arizona Kansas, Missouri, Oklahoma, Texas, New Mexico, and New York.  
"The camp was one of the largest speech and debate camps in the country, and we are extremely proud to have hosted this event for more than three decades," said Tony Allison, Chair of Cameron's Department of Communication and the camp’s coordinator. 

Divided into two week-long sessions, the camp consists of 15 divisions, ranging from Individual Events and Team Debates to Policy Debates and Public Forum Debates. Each division has three categories: beginning, intermediate and advanced.
This year’s Individual Events division showcased several of last year's state and national winners, who performed their award-winning pieces for the camp students. The campers are able to watch these demonstrations which are critiqued by the senior staff.  
Cameron's camp offered a new division this year, Public Forum Debate, which is fashioned after CNN's Crossfire program. During the Public Forum Debate, there are two speakers on each team who debate an opposing team.  
(over)

camp, ADD ONE
Lincoln-Douglas debaters worked on three value-debate topics in the different divisions. One of the topics was used at the national high school tournament this past June: "Resolved: That corporate off-shoring aids in the economic development in the U.S."  
Cross-examination team debaters focused on next year's national high school debate topic, "Resolved:  That the United States federal government should substantially decrease its authority either to detain without charge or to search without probable cause."

"The students come to camp to prepare for next year's speech tournament competition and to learn new debate, public speaking, and acting skills,” Allison said. “Not only does it benefit them as they prepare for contest but it’s fun as well.”  

At the conclusion of the camps, a tournament is conducted to allow the students to practically apply the concepts and skills they have learned during the week.
Included in the 625 participants were 105 staff members including high school teachers, college professors, and junior staff members. Junior staff members are made up of high school and college speech and debate champions. Many of the staff members are from some of the most successful high school speech programs in the southwestern region.  

– 30 –

PR#05-172
Editors and Broadcasters: For details, contact CU Government & Community Relations at 580.581.2211. 

