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For Immediate Release – Lawton, OK, Dec. 9, 2005
Cameron University’s hosts ‘Christmas Classic’
More than 300 students from 30 schools across the United States visited Cameron University on Dec. 2 and 3 to compete in the annual CU Christmas Classic Speech and Debate Tournament.

“The tournament was a huge success,” said Tyler Thornton, M.A., director of forensics and speech instructor at Cameron. “Typically regional university tournaments are smaller, but we received an incredible showing. Cameron has been competing successfully on the national speech and debate level for quite some time and now we are drawing high profile teams to our tournaments.”
Teams competing in the CU Christmas Classic included: Kansas State University, University of Oklahoma, the Air force Academy, University of Arkansas, Stephen F. Austin University, Kansas Wesleyan University, John Brown University, Cameron University, William Carey College, Southwest Baptist University, Drury University, Henderson State University, Longview Community College (Kan.), Kansas City Community College (Kan.), University of Texas at Tyler, East Central University, Southeastern Oklahoma State University, Arkansas Tech, Bethel College (Kan.), University of Louisiana Monroe, Concordia University (Neb.), Hutchinson Community College (Kan.), and West Texas A&M University.  

Five team awards were handed out at the tournament. Southwest Baptist University won the overall tournament and the Pi Kappa Delta School award. The Air Force Academy took home the team debate award. SEOSU won the State of Oklahoma award. West Texas A&M University won the Overall Individual Events Award. 
(over)

Christmas Classic, ADD ONE
More than 200 individual awards were also given out in the categories of debate, interpretation of literature and public speaking events. Cameron’s Jonathan Hooks, sophomore communications major from Duncan, and Kamaya Ousley, junior communications major from Fort Sill, won awards in Programmed Oral Interpretation and Poetry respectively.
The tournament was cosponsored by the CU speech team, the department of communication, and Tony Allison, chair of the communications department. Thornton said the tournament was made possible by the support of many Cameron faculty and staff members who judged more than 100 rounds of team debate and individual events throughout the weekend. 
In addition to the support of Cameron faculty and staff, the CU speech team helped run the tournament.
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