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For Immediate Release – Lawton, OK, March. 22, 2005

CU Percussion Ensemble’s Spring concert will feature alumnus John Simon on drumset 
The Cameron University Percussion Ensemble will present its spring semester concert at 8 p.m. Tuesday, March 29, in the Cameron University Theatre in Lawton. The concert is free and open to the public.
Sponsored by the CU Lectures and Concerts Series, the concert will feature Cameron alumnus John Simon as guest drumset soloist. 

A native of Las Vegas, Simon earned his bachelor’s degree in music from Cameron in 1990 and studied at the University of North Texas. He has been a featured soloist with the Cameron University Jazz Ensemble and the CU Percussion Ensemble on several occasions. Simon was a recipient of the Outstanding Alumnus Award from Cameron University’s chapter of the Honor Society of Phi Kappa Phi in 2003. 

The CU Percussion Ensemble is conducted by Dr. James Lambert, professor of music at Cameron for 29 years, and it includes student percussion majors and non-percussion performers.  
The ensemble has performed campus concerts for an impressive 58 consecutive semesters featuring members of its percussion studio – Cameron alumni who are now either performing or teaching successfully throughout the United States. 
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Current members of the ensemble include percussionists Gareth Jester of Cache, Jermaine Dukes of Fort Sill, Lee Aston, Tony Bertram, Marcus Brooks, David Desgalier, Jason Dozier, Jessica Foster, Ryan John, Jarrod LaRoche, Danny Morris, Charles Strong, Curtis Strong, Holly Van Pelt, Eric Vandergrift, Clint Williams, and piano accompanist Yiu Ka Chan, all of Lawton. 

The musicians will perform original compositions for percussion ensemble, marimba ensemble works, and special drumset feature compositions. These compositions include “Anxiety” by Steve Winstead, “Yobel” by Jesse Ayers, and “Were the Whole Realm” by Allen Houston. 
Additionally, Lambert, Chan and Vandergrift will be featured soloists on Mark Ford’s “Stubernic” for three performers on one marimba. Both Simon and Dozier will be featured drumset soloists on David Mancini’s “With Joy in His Heart,” Gershwin’s “Fascinatin’ Rhythm,” Jim Lambert’s “Charlie’s Samba,” and Phil Faini’s arrangement of “El Cumbanchero.” 
“All in all, this concert will be an invigorating, exciting program of contemporary percussion ensemble literature performed by outstanding Cameron music students and Simon,” Lambert said.
A reception in the University Theatre foyer, hosted by Friends of Cameron Percussion, will honor Simon and the student performers immediately after the concert. 
The CU Percussion Ensemble will represent the university at the Oklahoma Percussion Festival in Tulsa on April 2, followed by a concert at Jenks High School.  

For more information about Tuesday concert, contact Lambert at 580/581-2807.
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Editors and Broadcasters: For details, contact CU Government & Community Relations at 580.581.2211. 

