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For Immediate Release – Lawton, OK, June 8, 2007
Burgess family establishes endowed lectureship at Cameron University
Bill Burgess, Sylvia Burgess and Brad and Karen Burgess recently established the Burgess Family Endowed Lectureship in Business valued at $100,000.  The purpose of the endowment is to advance the quality of education in the study of business at Cameron University and in Southwest Oklahoma.
“We are proud to support Cameron University which does so much for the young people of Oklahoma,” said Bill Burgess, on behalf of the Burgess family.
The lectureship will become official upon approval by The University of Oklahoma, Cameron University and Rogers State University Board of Regents.  The Burgess family contributed $25,000 which will be matched by the McCasland Foundation of Duncan.  The new $50,000 endowment will then be submitted to the Oklahoma State Regents for Higher Education to be matched, creating a $100,000 endowment.
“The Burgess family has a legacy of support to higher education and Cameron University,” said Cindy Ross, Cameron University President. “This endowment will further the quality of education for Cameron business students and provide unique opportunities for students to hear distinguished lecturers in the field of business.” 

The Burgess families have a long history of giving to Cameron University. The Burgess Law Firm is a lifetime member of the CU President’s Partners, joining in 1989.  In 2000, Brad and Karen Burgess joined President’s Partners and Sylvia Burgess became an individual member.  KCCU, Cameron Athletics, the
-more-
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School of Liberal Arts and the Department of Communications have all benefited from contributions from the Burgess families.  
The support of the Burgess families extends beyond financial support.  Cameron University graduate Bill Burgess has been an influential supporter of higher education in the state of Oklahoma for many years.  Burgess was appointed by the Governor to the Oklahoma State Regents for Higher Education in the spring of 1993 to serve a nine-year term and was then reappointed for a second nine-year term in the spring of 2002.

One of the youngest State Regents in Oklahoma history, Burgess has been a key supporter of Cameron University and higher education at the state level and was instrumental in the State Regents’ efforts that resulted in a record allocation for higher education by the legislature in fiscal year 2007.

“State Regent Burgess is always aware of the needs and challenges faced by Cameron University,” said Ross.  “This investment further exemplifies this family’s support of the University and its mission to provide students a quality education and an active learning environment.”
Sylvia Burgess, J.D., serves as Dean of the School of Business at Cameron University and as chairman elect of the Lawton-Fort Sill Chamber of Commerce and Industry.  Brad Burgess is the managing partner of Burgess & Hightower Law Firm and currently serves as a commissioner for the State of Oklahoma Department of Transportation.
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