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For Immediate Release – Lawton, OK, March 20, 2006
CETES receives economic development grant
Cameron University’s Center for Emerging Technology and Entrepreneurial Studies (CETES) recently was awarded a $130,000 Economic Development Enrichment Fund grant from the Oklahoma State Regents for Higher Education.

The grant, which is one of only five awarded in Oklahoma, was part of a special initiative to support activities of economic, workforce and community development initiatives that are within an institution’s strategic plan.
“This grant represents a mark of accomplishment for CETES,” said Peter Abramo, Ph.D., Executive Director of CETES. “CETES is quickly being recognized both locally and on the state level as a quality endeavor with the potential to impact economic growth in the surrounding community and beyond.”
Cameron University will use the grant to implement the “Community Technology Entrepreneur Project.” As part of the project, Abramo said, CETES will host an invention/business-plan contest in the near future, searching for the best technology-based product. 

Participants from Southwest Oklahoma will have the opportunity to compete by presenting their idea for a technology-based  business to a panel of expert judges. 

Winners of the contest will receive free office space in CETES, as well as additional business development support. Full details for the contest will be available in April. 
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CETES, ADD ONE
“While Cameron will be the impetus behind the project and provide leadership, the success of the project will depend on forging partnerships and sharing responsibility with community,” Abramo said. “The contest will add an element of excitement. We will be looking for the business plan or invention with the most potential, then we will help them make their entrepreneurial dream come true.”  
CETES, which is designed to be a catalyst for the development and growth of technology-based industries, will also undergo a $2.4 million expansion soon. The project will be funded by funds already generated from Lawton’s Capital Improvement Program (CIP) and a federal grant from the Economic Development Administration (EDA).

In August 2004, Lawton voters approved Proposition 3 of the city’s CIP, allocating $1.5 million for Phase II. The proposition received almost 60 percent voter approval. It is the only economic development initiative to be funded through a city’s CIP. CETES garnered more support in December 2005 when the EDA allotted $900,000 for the project’s second phase. 
Phase II will consist of a new wing added onto the south end of the existing CETES building. Plans call for the addition to house a business networking center, a data disaster recovery system, a back-up emergency operations center and a center for regional economic development. 
Cameron selected LWPB Architects and Planners after receiving approval from the University of Oklahoma, Cameron University and Rogers State University Board of Regents. 

The CETES project began in April 2004 with remodeling of Cameron’s former Physical Sciences building. The renewed structure houses the university’s multimedia department on its first floor and a business incubator on the second floor. Phase I was officially dedicated on June 30, 2006 
Two start-up companies are already within the business incubator: Oklahoma Computer, Software and Robotics (OCSR) and getWOM.com 
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