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For Immediate Release – Lawton, OK, May 2, 2006

Cameron University graduating class of 2006 filled with memorable stories of family, effort

Cameron University will honor the class of 2006 at its annual commencement ceremony at 10 a.m., Saturday,  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1May 6, at Cameron Stadium in Lawton. 

For many of the graduates, commencement represents more than the final step in their collegiate career. Included below are stories of family celebration, determination and personal accomplishment. 

Kyle Fre L. Donnelly (youngest) 
The youngest graduate this year is 19 years old. Kyle Fre L. Donnelly has earned an associate’s degree in interdisciplinary studies with a concentration in science/pre-nursing.   

A Lawton native, Donnelly graduated from Eisenhower Senior High School in 2004 and immediately began her college career during the summer semester. She has attended Cameron six consecutive semesters.   
Donnelly now embarks on the next phase of her journey with her recent acceptance into the University of Oklahoma nursing program at Cameron.
“Eventually, I’d like to be a nurse practitioner, and this was the first step,” Donnelly said. “I was very impressed with Cameron, the professors and the education I received.” 

Donald L. Blazer (oldest)
Donald L. Blazer, 67, is the oldest Cameron graduate. Blazer is receiving a bachelor of science in psychology and lacks only a few hours to complete a second degree in sociology.  

(over)

Graduates, ADD ONE
Blazer began college during the early 1970s but left to enlist in the Army. During his 22-year military career, he served both state side and overseas in numerous areas including field artillery, social work and as a drug and alcohol counselor. 

After retirement, he continued working as a counselor for several years eventually relocating to Lawton/Fort Sill to be near his family. Never one to be idle, Blazer began work at a local prison in 1999, while simultaneously returning to higher education after almost four decades. 

“I’m a slow learner, it took me 40 years to (earn my degree),” said Blazer with a laugh as he recalled his educational journey. “Cameron was a very convenient place to earn my degree, and it was very good to me. I enjoyed my classes and learned a lot from the teaching staff.” 

Blazer also offered a few words of advice for those younger students striving to finish their degrees. 

“Never give up,” he said. “And keep focused.” 

CU’s international students:

This spring, 48 international students from 20 countries will graduate from Cameron University, including six who have earned master’s degrees.  

With homes in Brazil, Canada, Cote d’Ivoire, Dominica, Ethiopia, France, Grenada, Japan, Kenya, Malaysia, Mexico, New Zealand, Nevis, Nigeria, Paraguay, St. Lucia, St. Kitts, Spain, Suriname, Venezuela, these graduates traveled a combined distance of more than 170,000 miles just to attend college. 

A native of Malaysia, Shaw-Foong Chan traveled the furthest to be at Cameron, logging 9,501 miles one-way to earn a degree. Chan will receive a master of business administration degree.

Virginia Lokey and Dilynn Hare (mother-daughter): 

Cameron University has a rich tradition of family legacies and this year is no exception. Virginia Lokey, 52, and her daughter Dilynn Hare, 33, both of Comanche, will graduate together receiving bachelor’s degrees in elementary education. 

(more)

Graduates, ADD TWO
This family tale is of one of inspiration. In 1999, having never finished high school and at the age of 45, Lokey decided to earn her GED. 

Without even a mention to her family, she attended tutoring sessions at the Duncan Higher Education Center (now Cameron University-Duncan) and quickly passed the test.
“I did well on the test,” said Lokey, who had worked in the insurance field most of her professional career. “My family said I should go be a teacher. I didn’t think I could do it, but I did it.” 

Lokey began attending Cameron and found great success. She maintained an excellent grade point average, is a member of Phi Kappa Phi, CU’s academic honors society, and will graduate with academic honors (cum laude). Lokey’s determination and drive inspired her daughter, one of her main supporters, to also return to school. 

“I was working at a school as an aide, and it was something I wanted to do,” Hare said. “Having her there encouraged me even more.”

Both attribute their collegiate success to the support and encouragement they found in each other.
“She is such an inspiration,” Hare said of her mother. “She was older than most people in her classes. That sort of makes you feel out of place, but she continued on. That’s awesome.” 

While Lokey talked about being happy with her personal accomplishment, she too shifted the focus to her daughter’s achievement.

“I’m so proud that she’s gone ahead and worked toward her degree,” said the beaming mother. “I’m just so proud of her.” 

Trina Glenn (First Family Member to Graduate from College): 

A few 2006 CU graduates represent the first generation in their family to receive a college diploma. Trina Glenn, 37, is one such student. 

A Walter’s resident and a life-long Oklahoman, Glenn will graduate with a bachelor’s degree in elementary education. She is the first and only member of her family to earn a bachelor’s degree. 

(more)

Graduates, ADD Three

“As I grew up, I believed that college was not an option,” Glenn said. 

Later in life and after much prodding by a friend, Glenn agreed to take one class just to see if she could handle college. As it turns out, Glenn was a capable student and began a full course load in spring of 2002. 
During her college days, Glenn substitute taught at a local school. The opportunity to interact with the students and the childhood memories of her own academic struggles inspired her. “I wanted to be there for those kids,” Glenn said. 

She set her mind on a diploma and found success and encouragement at Cameron. 

“Cameron’s education department is phenomenal,” she said. “Every one of those teachers helped me in some positive way. They are just wonderful.” 

Four years after beginning her journey, Glenn has reached her goal. She has already passed her teacher’s certification tests and is ready to encourage her students to pursue their dreams.
– 30 –

PR#06-075
Editors and Broadcasters: For details, contact CU Government & Community Relations at 580.581.2211. 

