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For Immediate Release – Lawton, OK, March 25, 2004

Funding secured for Phase II of CETES project, Cameron credits EDA grant and Lawton voters 
Cameron University President Cindy Ross announced today that the university has successfully raised the funds necessary to begin planning an expansion of its Center for Emerging Technology and Entrepreneurial Studies (CETES).
CETES is designed to become a catalyst for the development and growth of technology-based industries in Southwest Oklahoma. The state-of-the-art facility will draw upon the expertise of Cameron faculty to support fledgling industries, boosting their chances of success.  At the same time, CETES will provide education and training opportunities for CU students to create a workforce capable of supporting these new businesses.
On Tuesday the Board of Regents for the University of Oklahoma, Cameron’s governing body, approved a request to add CETES Phase II to the university’s campus master plan, and authorized Ross to begin the process of selecting an architectural and engineering service for the $2.4 million expansion. 
At a press conference this morning at the CETES construction site, Ross thanked individuals and organizational representatives who have been integral in realizing Phase II, including Fourth District Congressman Tom Cole; Pedro Garza, director of the Economic Development Administration’s southwestern region; Lawton Mayor Pro-Tem Randy Warren, representing local citizens; and field representatives for U.S. Senators James Inhofe and Tom Coburn.
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“Cameron University owes a great deal of thanks to all those who have invested their time and resources in
CETES,” Ross said. “The facility will be a vital tool in building the future of economic development in Southwest Oklahoma, as well as providing students a quality education that assures they will be equipped to fill the technology-based jobs of the future.”
Ross added that the CETES expansion will be funded by two sources – Lawton’s Capital Improvement Program (CIP) and a federal grant from the Economic Development Administration (EDA).
In August, Lawton voters approved Proposition 3 of the city’s CIP, allocating $1.5 million for Phase II. The proposition received almost 60 percent voter approval. CETES continued to garner support in December, when the EDA allotted $900,000 for the expansion project. 
“The EDA grant, combined with the capital improvements funding, will be instrumental in allowing CETES to expand its economic development activities in Southwest Oklahoma,” said Peter Abramo, the center’s executive director. “We are tremendously honored by the commitment the citizens of Lawton and the EDA have made to the CETES project.”

Ross echoed Abramo’s comments. 

“The support from Lawton’s citizens, local officials and congressional delegation has been pivotal throughout the development of CETES,” Ross said. “We have formed a lasting partnership and I believe this cumulative effort will ensure the project’s success.”  

Phase II will consist of a new wing added at the south end of the refurbished building. The addition will house a business networking center, a data disaster recovery system, a back-up emergency operations center and a center for regional economic development. 
The CETES project began in April 2004 with remodeling of Cameron’s former Physical Sciences building. The renewed structure will house the university’s multimedia department on its first floor and a business incubator on the second floor that can house as many as 12 emerging high-tech companies. Funded primarily through private contributions, Phase I of the project is scheduled for completion later this spring.
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