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For Immediate Release – Lawton, OK, March 28, 2004

Aggie club, agricultural department hosting benefit for CU senior with terminal cancer
Her name is Shannon Nicole Hardy, but her friends call her Nikki. 

The Fletcher native will earn a Bachelor of Science degree with a concentration in animal science from Cameron University this spring. Nikki also has terminal cancer. Her oncologist said she has less than two months to live. 
To assist Nikki and husband David with overwhelming medical bills, the Aggie Club and Cameron University Department of Agriculture will host a barbeque dinner from 4-7 p.m. on Thursday, March 31, at the CU Animal Science Complex, located just southwest of the main campus at 901 SW 38th St. in Lawton. Participants are encouraged to give a donation of at least $5 per person for the meal.

Along with the dinner will be a bake sale, several items for an auction presented by Rep. Don Armes, and a labor auction featuring agriculture majors. Also, a handmade quilt has been donated for a benefit raffle. Tickets cost $1 each. All proceeds from the dinner and accompanying events will be presented to Hardy.

Nikki was born in Chickasha and graduated from Sallisaw High School. She married David Hardy in 1994, and started her college education in 1998.   She was forced to place her college pursuits on hold when the 
(over)

hardy, ADD ONE
first round of cancer required surgery and treatment. She came back to Cameron to complete her degree program in Spring 2004, but the cancer returned. 
“As difficult as it’s been for Nikki, she’s determined to graduate,” said Linda Gibson, secretary for the university’s agriculture department. “Her main goal in life has always been to receive her college diploma and she will reach that goal.”  
Anyone wishing to donate items for the auction or assist the benefit in any way is asked to call the ag department at 580/581-2275. Monetary donations may be mailed to: Cameron University Department of Agriculture, Attn: Nikki’s Benefit, 2800 West Gore Blvd, Lawton, Oklahoma 73505.  
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