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For Immediate Release – Lawton, OK, April 2, 2004
Cameron University plans local ‘party’ 

to offer close-up look at Jupiter, Saturn
Not many people can say they’ve seen the moons of Jupiter or the rings of Saturn, except in photos and on the Discovery Channel.  That can change Monday night for people within driving distance of Cameron University in Lawton.
Dr. Kurtis Koll, a professor in Cameron’s physical science department, is planning a “community viewing party” to provide a good look at both planets.  Koll will set up a telescope on the grounds east of the CU Sciences Complex off University Drive at approximately 9 p.m. Monday, April 5, weather permitting. 
The event is open to the public and it is free.
Jupiter is the fifth planet from the sun and by far the largest. At more than 318 times the size of Earth, it is more than twice as massive as all the other planets combined. Jupiter is the fourth brightest object in the sky, after the sun, the moon and Venus. 
Jupiter has 63 known satellites. Its four largest were discovered by Galileo in 1610.  There are 34 smaller named ones, plus many more small ones discovered recently, but not yet named.  The larger moons can be easily seen with binoculars or an inexpensive telescope. 
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Saturn is the sixth planet from the sun and the second largest. It is the least dense of the planets with a specific gravity less than that of water. 
Saturn has been known since prehistoric times and is noted for its rings.  It also has 30 named moons, plus one discovered last year that is as yet unnamed. When it is in the nighttime sky, Saturn is easily visible to the unaided eye. Though it is not nearly as bright as Jupiter, it is easy to identify as a planet because it doesn't "twinkle" like the stars do. The rings and the larger satellites are visible with a small astronomical telescope. 
Viewers are encouraged to bring along their own binoculars or telescopes for the viewing party in order to add to the enjoyment.

Koll hosted a similar event last August to provide a look at Mars, which was passing the closest it had been to the earth in 66,000 years.  The event turned out to be hugely popular, drawing hundreds of youngsters and adults to get a look at the once-in-a-lifetime view.
– 30 –

PR#04-082
Editors and Broadcasters: For more information, contact CU Government & Community Relations at 580.581.2211. The media is invited to cover Monday’s event.
