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For Immediate Release – Lawton, OK, March 21, 2006
Cameron University adds four endowments 
Cameron University added a new chapter to its already rich history of endowments today with the establishment of four new endowed lectureships. 
The University of Oklahoma, Cameron University and Rogers State University Board of Regents officially approved the endowments during its regularly scheduled meeting today in Oklahoma City. 

The four new endowed lectureships include the Jeff and Kevin Graham Memorial Lectureship in Psychology; the GEO Group, Inc. Endowed Lectureship in Criminal Justice; the Croy Foundation Endowed Lectureship in Education; and the Todd and Cindy Sanner Endowed Lectureship in Chemistry. 
“I thank each donor for their generous investment in Cameron’s students and faculty,” President Cindy Ross said. “These endowments create exciting opportunities for our students and provide our faculty with additional resources to enhance student learning.” 
The Regents also approved Cameron’s request to apply for matching funds for each lectureship from the Oklahoma State Regents for Higher Education. 
Three of the lectureships – Graham, GEO Group and Croy – will have their initial gifts of $12,500 matched by the McCasland Foundation of Duncan, making a $25,000 endowment. The new $25,000 endowments will then be submitted to the State Regents to be matched, creating a $50,000 endowment. 
(over)

Endowments, ADD ONE

The Sanner gift, which was originally $25,000, will have $12,500 added by the McCasland Foundation. The resulting $37,500 endowment will then be matched by the State Regents. 

“These endowments result in increased learning opportunities for Cameron students including undergraduate student research, internships and the chance to learn from distinguished visiting lecturers,” said Gary Buckley, Ph.D., Vice President for Academic Affairs. 
Cameron now boasts 53 endowed positions (lectureships, professorships and chairs) – more than any other regional university and trails only the University of Oklahoma and Oklahoma State University among all state colleges and universities.
“I am extremely proud of Cameron’s exceptional level of continued growth in the field of endowments,” Ross said. “With a committed and caring base of alumni and supporters, we will continue to provide Cameron University students with increased learning opportunities.” 

Below are brief bios on each of the donors: 

General and Mrs. Mark Graham are establishing the Jeff and Kevin Graham Memorial Lectureship in Psychology in memory of their sons. On June 21, 2003, Kevin, a 21-year-old senior at the University of Kentucky died. In February 2004, Kevin’s older brother, Jeffery, was killed while on active military duty in Iraq. This endowment is to advance the study of depression and suicide prevention at Cameron University.

Headquartered in Boca Raton, Florida, the GEO Group, Inc. is a world leader in privatized correctional and detention management. The Lawton Correction Facility is an integral part of the group’s private correctional system. The business’s core values include a strong belief in community involvement and education. The company has established this lectureship to advance the study of criminal justice and sociology.

The Croy Foundation was established by Doyce and Sammy Croy of Duncan and their daughter Dr. Melanie Croy, professor of Kinesiology at Angelo State University. This endowment is established to advance the study of education. 

(more)

Endowments, ADD TWO

Todd and Cindy Sanner are Duncan residents and Cameron University alumni. Upon graduation from Cameron with a degree in chemistry, Mr. Sanner started a highly successful business, developing and marketing chemicals for use in oil and gas exploration around the world. Both Todd and Cindy Sanner have been active leaders in the Duncan community and wish to invest in the University that gave them a solid foundation for their futures. This endowment is established to advance the study of chemistry.
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