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For Immediate Release – Lawton, OK, July 26, 2005

Cameron University to host leadership luncheon with renowned basketball coach Mike Krzyzewski 

Mike Krzyzewski has earned many titles during his career as head coach of the Duke University men’s basketball team: teacher, humanitarian, leader, champion. 

But to his fans, he is simply “Coach K” – a passionate and driven motivator, whose proven leadership has reaped the university success for more than two decades. 

As head coach at Duke, Krzyzewski has forged a legacy of on-court supremacy unparalleled in collegiate athletics and established a tradition of academic excellence among his players. Now, Krzyzewski has taken the concepts and practices that have made him a champion in the athletic arena and has applied them to the world of business. 
On Wednesday, Aug. 24, Cameron University will present: A Leadership Forum Luncheon with Coach Mike Krzyzewski entitled “Winning in Business and Life.” The event will be held from noon to 1:30 p.m. at Gunner’s Inn on Fort Sill.

The luncheon is designed to give business leaders, as well as interested individuals, from Oklahoma and the surrounding region an opportunity to experience one of the most sought-after speakers on the topic of leadership today.

“Coach Krzyzewski’s proven leadership techniques and wealth of experiences afford him tremendous insight  into  how  one  becomes  successful  in  business  and life,” President Cindy Ross said. “Those who 
(over)
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attend the leadership forum luncheon will have a chance to tap into Coach Krzyzewski’s knowledge. This will be a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity, and we are honored to host him at Cameron University.”  

Krzyzewski began his head-coaching career at his alma mater, the United States Military Academy at West Point, where he spent five seasons before taking the reins of the Blue Devil program. Through the next 25 years Krzyzewski has amassed achievements and honors that place him at the highest echelon of his profession. 

Chief among his accomplishments are three NCAA national championships (1991, 1992, and 2001), making him one of only four coaches to reach this milestone; more than 700 career wins, the most of any coach in his first 30 years; selections as national coach of the year in eight different seasons; recognition as National Association of Basketball Coaches’ Coach of the Decade for the 1990s; and induction into the Naismith Basketball Hall of Fame in 2001. Krzyzewski is also the winningest coach in NCAA tournament play.
In 2001, CNN and Time magazine named Krzyzewski “America’s Best Coach,” selecting him as the top coach from any sport, at any level of play. 
“Mike has been the face and voice of college basketball for almost 20 years,” Jim Nantz, CBS sports commentator, recently said. “Tell me another sport that could have a better representative. He is not a man who can just be described as a hugely successful basketball coach.  We are talking about one of the great leaders, motivators, and humanitarians of sport.”

Off the court, Krzyzewski emphasizes academic excellence in his athletes. Krzyzewski has mentored more individual All-Americans (28 total selections from 18 individuals) than any active coach, while producing a 96-percent graduation rate among his four-year athletes. 

Krzyzewski is the youngest recipient ever of the Distinguished Graduate Award at the United States Military Academy at West Point, and he is a New York Times best-selling author for his book Leading With the Heart: Coach K’s Successful Strategies from Basketball, Business and Life. In the book, Krzyzewski discusses the many lessons he has learned as a basketball coach and translates them into applicable advice for any leader.
(more)
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Spring-boarding from his acclaim as an author, Krzyzewski has become a highly successful motivational speaker, sharing the characteristics of quality leadership with global organizations such as Nike, General Motors, Cisco Systems and American Express.

Krzyzewski has also been named as a faculty member of Duke’s Fuqua School of Business, leading the way of The Fuqua/Coach K Center of Leadership and Ethics (COLE). The center helps develop teaching materials on leadership and ethics, serves as a global library for leadership writing and research, awards research grants and sponsors leadership conferences, among various other projects. 

“Coach Krzyzewski has taken the principles, which have made him one of the most successful coaches in the history of college athletics, and applied them to experiences beyond the scope of the sporting world,” Ross said. “These concepts inspire leaders to adopt Coach K’s winning methods and apply them to their businesses and lives.” 

The event is open to the public and tickets may be purchased by calling 580.581.2201. There are two levels of sponsorship for the Leadership Forum Luncheon with Coach Krzyzewski and proceeds raised from the event will establish Cameron University’s first President’s Distinguished Scholarship. 
“The time spent with Coach Krzyzewski will undoubtedly yield valuable information and ideas for those who attend,” Ross said. “This event also has the potential to affect future Cameron University students through the President’s Distinguished Scholarship. We are elated to provide this opportunity to Southwest Oklahoma and the region, as well as establish a scholarship that will provide for Cameron University’s next generation”
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