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For Immediate Release – Lawton, OK, Oct. 19, 2004

(NOTE TO EDITORS: This release was issued jointly with the Great Plains Technology Center.  You may have received a similar release from that institution.)

November 1 application deadline approaches 

for CU-Great Plains respiratory care program
It’s not uncommon for a student who has completed several hours of college credit to have a change of heart about his or her career goal.  If that student’s college experience includes the successful completion of such science courses as anatomy and chemistry, a new career in respiratory care may be less than a year away.
The deadline to apply for the technical and clinical portions of a joint Cameron University-Great Plains Technology Center respiratory care program is Nov. 1.  The program starts in mid-January 2005.
“Those who are interested should apply immediately,” said Great Plains’ program coordinator Jack Powers.   Although Powers will discuss the program with anyone who is interested, he suggested that those who have earned up to 15 hours of college credit in a science-related field have an advantage.
 “Traditional applicants for this joint program must first complete 33 hours of general education and technical education at Cameron,” said Dr. Gary Buckley, the university’s vice-president for academic affairs.  “This includes such courses as anatomy, chemistry and physiology that will best prepare them to succeed.  They can then earn an additional 32 hours of credit by completing the program’s technical and clinical components through Great Plains.”

(over)

respiratory care, ADD ONE
Students can complete the Great Plains portion of the program in 11 months.  Although provisional licenses are optional, the National Board for Respiratory Care requires an associate degree for anyone applying for entry-level certification.  Certification in respiratory care prepares students for professions where they evaluate and treat patients suffering from respiratory and cardiopulmonary illnesses.  
While there are many students in the respiratory “pipeline” at Cameron, Powers said, the university and the technology center are expanding the opportunity to students who have earned several hours of credit but may be unaware of the respiratory care program.
This is not the first time Cameron has worked with Great Plains.  The two institutions partnered in 2001 to offer an Associate of Applied Science degree in applied technology, with a specialty in respiratory care. Buckley said the Cameron-Great Plains relationship is a prime example of where two institutions join forces to meet Southwest Oklahoma’s expanding health care needs.
Those interested in the respiratory care program should contact Powers at 580/250-5572, Debbie Crossland at Cameron University Institutional Research and Support at 580/591-8060, or apply in person at Great Plains’ enrollment office in Lawton, located in Room 111 of Building 100.
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