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For Immediate Release – Lawton, OK, Sept. 25, 2006
Students set to lead Cameron’s 2006 Convocation 
Five students, representing each of Cameron University’s academic schools, will serve as the keynote speakers during the 2006 Academic Convocation.

Convocation is the celebration of Cameron’s dedication to academic excellence. The event, which is highlighted by musical performances and colorful pageantry, will take place at 10 a.m., Friday, Sept. 29, and is open to the public.
“Convocation is one of the highlights of our academic year,” said John McArthur, Ph.D., Vice President for Academic Affairs. “The event is dedicated to honoring Cameron University’s students and faculty, and all they have achieved during the last year.”
Following tradition, an academic procession of faculty and staff donning academic regalia will arrive behind a banner depicting their respective disciplines. The banners are proudly carried by honor students selected from each discipline.  
CU’s student body is always the focal point of Convocation.  Honors and scholarship students will receive special recognition for their academic achievements.
-more-
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Below are brief biographies of each of the student speakers: 

Stefanie Snider – School of Business

Stefanie Snider is a native of Mustang, Oklahoma and represents students in the School of Business.  Stefanie graduated from Mustang High School in 1999.  She has been active in the Student Government Association and Volunteer Income Tax Assistance (VITA) program.  Stefanie has demonstrated her leadership skills as President of the Business and Accounting Club and has served as a tutor in Algebra, Business and Statistics.  Stefanie recently received a scholar hip from the Oklahoma Society of Certified Public Accountants for her academic excellence and community service endeavors. 

Jan Newberry-Davis – School of Education & Behavioral Sciences

Born in Fullerton, California and raised in the Dallas-Fort Worth area, Jan Newberry-Davis serves as the student representative from the School of Education and Behavioral Sciences.  After raising two children, Jan will graduate with a degree in Elementary Education this May, thirty years after she received her high school diploma.  She is also seeking endorsements in Middle Level Math and Language Arts.  Upon graduation, she plans to enter Cameron’s graduate program to pursue a Master’s Degree in Education.  Jan says that she is grateful to serve as an example of determination and tenacity for her children and any students whose lives she may touch.

Malinda Rust – School of Liberal Arts

Cameron junior Malinda Rust represents the School of Liberal Arts.  Malinda graduated from MacArthur High School in 2003.  She is a speech communication major.  Malinda is an award winning debater and authored a paper on corporate and organizational communication which she will present at the September meeting of the Oklahoma Speech-Theatre Communication Association.  She has also been selected to represent Cameron at the upcoming Oklahoma Academy Town Hall Meeting.  She serves as President of Pi Kappa Delta, Captain of the Debate Team and is a member of Phi Kappa Phi, and Lamda Pi Eta Honor Societies.   Malinda also writes for the Cameron Collegian.

Tim McFarland – School of Science & Technology

Representing the School of Science and Technology is retired Chief Warrant Officer III Tim McFarland.  Tim is majoring in Agriculture with an Environmental Science option. He has completed 83 hours with a 4.0 grade point average.  While attending Cameron, Tim has worked on departmental research projects to gain first-hand experience in research and the application of scientific method.  He has served as a judge and contest superintendent for the Southwest District FFA Interscholastics held at Cameron and was named Outstanding Junior in the Department of Agriculture.

Charlotte Gagliardi – Graduate School

Charlotte Gagliardi represents Cameron’s School of Graduate Studies.  Charlotte earned her Bachelor’s degree in Choral Music with a minor in Piano Performance and Theory from The University of Oklahoma in 1976.  She taught music for 30 years, mostly in the Lawton Public School system and retired in May of this year.  During her years of teaching, Charlotte was nominated for the Outstanding Achievement in Classroom Education Award (ACE) five times.  She was the Lawton High School Teacher of the Year in 1995 and 2004, was nominated for the National Football League Teacher of the Year in 1997, 1999 and 2000 and was also nominated for the Disney American Teacher of the Year in 1999 and 2000.  Charlotte is pursuing a Master of Science in Educational Leadership.  She hopes to instill a sense of educational excellence in future generations.
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