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For Immediate Release – Lawton, OK, Jan. 4, 2005

Director of Cameron University-Duncan looks back on first semester as CU branch campus 

Susan Camp knows it has been a good semester for Cameron University-Duncan.

Enrollment is up, way up. Student involvement on campus is reaching new heights. And after the first official semester as a branch campus, Camp, the director of CU-Duncan, said school pride is soaring.

“Students feel a sense of pride now that we have name recognition,” said Camp, who has helmed the facility, formally known as the Duncan Higher Education Center (DHEC), for a decade. “We feel very much included in the Cameron family.” 

Cameron University-Duncan has seen its family grow noticeably since Gov. Brad Henry signed legislation in May that made the center a branch campus. Enrollment has increased 40 percent from the previous fall and the student population has blossomed to more than 500. 

“We’ve been steadily growing over the past decade but that was a dramatic increase in one year,” Camp said. “It has been amazing to see the transformation of student life.”

With more students comes more student involvement. Camp said she has seen a steady increase in the activity of CU-Duncan students on their home campus as well as the main campus in Lawton. 
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She added that the Cameron University Student Government Association recently passed a proposal formed by a CU-Duncan freshman that would give the branch campus representation in the organization. The proposal will now go to the vote of the student body during the spring semester. 

The students are not the only ones excited about Cameron’s expansion. Camp said the Duncan community has welcomed the change, viewing it as an economic opportunity. 

“This community is very proud to have university status,” Camp said. “I have had numerous community leaders express how happy they are to have us here and how long they’ve waited for this branch campus. For the city, Cameron serves as another tool to use in economic development." 

CU-Duncan has also provided students in Stephens County and the surrounding area with the convenience of furthering their education while staying close to home and work. 

“It can up be up to a 45-minute commute to the main campus,” Camp said. “We are a tremendous point of access. So many students begin their education here because it’s accessible.” 

Cameron University-Duncan has been offering college courses in Duncan for nearly two decades, with classes beginning at Duncan High School and then later at the DHEC. During its initial years, the facility offered only nine evening classes. Today, CU-Duncan has more than 75 classes at a variety of times, including day, evening, weekend and online. 
Just as CU-Duncan has its roots deep in Oklahoma tradition, so does Camp. She started her life-long trek down the education path in Purcell. Known then by her maiden name Susan Pollard, Camp spent her formative years attending Mary Simpson Elementary and Purcell High School. These years provided valuable insight and experience for future endeavors. 

"I have very fond memories of all 12 years of my Purcell Public Schools experience,” Camp said. “Having made education my profession, I often reflect on those teachers and administrators who were such an encouragement to me during important years. The community of Purcell also taught me a lot about being involved and giving back, all of which has played a key role in my life today.” 

(more)
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 After she graduated from Purcell High, Camp went on to earn a bachelor’s in chemistry from Cameron in 1979 and her master’s in education from the University of Oklahoma. Camp, who married in 1980 and has two children, went on to spend several years teaching high school science courses for both the Duncan and Velma-Alma school systems before being named the program coordinator for DHEC.  

When DHEC was transformed into CU’s branch campus, Camp was named director by President Cindy Ross, who cited Camp’s intimate knowledge of the campus’ facilities, faculty and students as key to the branch campus’ success.
“Susan shares our vision for CU-Duncan, as well as our excitement,” Ross said. “Her leadership will help the branch reach its potential for the Duncan community.”

“I never envisioned myself in higher education,” Camp said, looking back. “It has been serendipitous, really. It’s so fulfilling. I enjoy coming to work every single morning. I enjoy seeing students at that turning point in their lives where they’ve decided to do something, even though they may not be sure what to do. I love reassuring them that Cameron will be there along the way to help them reach their goals.”
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