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For Immediate Release – Lawton, OK, June 22, 2004

CU student wins Miss Black Oklahoma crown

A Cameron University student was crowned 2004 Miss Black Oklahoma during a pageant Saturday night in Oklahoma City.
Gail McAlmont accepted the title during the pageant’s closing ceremony at the Plaza Hotel. The new queen, a native of the Commonwealth of Dominica, competed in the pageant under the Miss Black CU title, which she won during a pageant in Lawton Feb. 7.
The 18-year-old was selected from among 19 contestants representing various counties and universities in the state. The event is sponsored by a volunteer group led by civil rights legend and Miss Black Oklahoma Pageant founder, Clara Luper.
The 35th annual event provided an opportunity for contestants to compete in a professional pageant while gaining experience, performing and establishing new bonds of friendship with other contestants. 
McAlmont is a junior marketing major at Cameron.  She was presented a $2,000 cash prize and has been invited to attend the NAACP National Convention in Philadelphia in coming weeks. 
This is the first time a CU student has been selected Miss Black Oklahoma since Ava Maria Gardner won the title in 1984. Gardner went on to finish as first runner-up in that year’s Miss Black America Pageant. 
– 30 –
PR#04-144
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