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For Immediate Release – Lawton, OK, Oct. 24, 2007
Couple establishes lectureship at Cameron University
Dr. Paul Laursen and wife, Kay, recently donated $25,000 to establish the Gerald Paul Laursen, D.D.S., M.D. and Kay Anne Davis Laursen Endowed Lectureship in Mathematical Sciences at Cameron University.  The purpose of the endowment is to advance the quality of education in the study of mathematical sciences.  
“Our time at Cameron was a special time, and Kay and I both share wonderful memories of our time there,” said Dr. Laursen.  “We are proud to offer our support to the institution that provided us the foundation for our education and careers.”
The lectureship was made official when The University of Oklahoma, Cameron University and Rogers State University Board of Regents gave approval at a meeting held today at Cameron University in Lawton.  Cameron University will seek matching funds of $12,500 from the McCasland Foundation of Duncan.  The $37,500 endowment will then be submitted to the Oklahoma State Regents for Higher Education to be matched, creating a $75,000 endowment.
"We are grateful to Paul and Kay for supporting their alma mater and for investing in Cameron’s future by establishing this lectureship which will directly benefit students and enhance their study of mathematics,” CU President Cindy Ross said.
-more-
Laursen, ADD ONE

Paul Laursen graduated from Cameron Junior College in 1963 with an associate’s degree in arts and sciences.  While attending Cameron, he was an ROTC cadet.  He is a lifetime member of the CU Alumni Association.  After graduating from Cameron, Laursen earned a dentistry degree from the University of Tennessee in Memphis.  He then spent two years in the U.S. Army, including one year in Vietnam.  Upon his return to the U.S., Laursen graduated from medical school at The University of Oklahoma and is a board certified otolaryngologist.  He owns a private practice in San Antonio, Texas.
Kay Laursen attended Cameron Junior College where she was a member of the Cameron Drill Team.   She went on to earn a bachelor’s degree in secondary education with minors in history and library science from Memphis State University.  Kay noted that she and Paul met at Cameron, and the University is very special to them for that reason in addition to the solid education they received.  The couple married in 1963.
Endowed lectureships make a direct contribution to the quality of teaching and learning at Cameron by providing students academic experiences that would not otherwise be possible. Cameron University now has 62 endowed faculty positions, more than any other regional institution in Oklahoma.
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