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For Immediate Release – Lawton, OK, Feb. 9, 2005

CUAA seeking nominations for annual awards; outstanding young alumni honor added to list

They are out there, but the Cameron University Alumni Association (CUAA) needs your help finding them.

Cameron’s alumni association is now accepting nominations for the association’s highest honors: the CUAA Distinguished Alumni Award, the Faculty Hall of Fame and the Outstanding Young Alumni Award, which will be given for the first time in 2005. 

Students, graduates and friends of the university can help identify the school’s top students and faculty from past years by submitting nominations to the Office of Alumni Relations. Nominations for the 2005 awards will be accepted until April 1 with the presentation of the awards occurring during Cameron’s annual Alumni Weekend festivities on Oct. 15.  

In its first year,  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1the Outstanding Young Alumni Award will be given to alumni of 10 years or less. It joins the Distinguished Alumni Award, which will now be presented to Cameron alums of 11 or more years.  

“Although the association has presented the Distinguished Alumni Award since 1979, the CUAA board realized a need to add an award for Cameron’s more recent graduates and former students,” said Sandy Joyner, Cameron’s director of alumni relations. “It has been difficult for nominees from recent years to compete with the alumni who have more years of experience.”

(over)

cuaa awards, ADD ONE  
The alumni awards honor Cameron alumni who have made significant contributions to society and whose accomplishments and careers have brought credit to the institution by distinguishing themselves in their careers, in service to their communities or through continued support of Cameron.

More than 70 former Cameron students have been presented the distinguished alumni award since its inception in 1979, include former Cameron president Don Davis, U.S. Ambassador Julian M. Niemczyk, and a number of state legislators and military generals. 

“We have been able to honor so many deserving alumni through the years,” Joyner said. “Yet there are so many worthy ones who have yet to be honored. I hope the public can help us locate those individuals that truly deserve these awards.”

The CUAA board presents a Faculty Hall of Fame Award to honor current or retired professors for their teaching effectiveness, positive impact on students’ lives and involvement at Cameron outside of the classroom and in the community. Nominees must have taught at Cameron for a minimum of five years.

The Faculty Hall of Fame was initiated in 1995. Its 18 members include such memorable faculty as Blanche Beavers, Jessie Mae Hines, Margie McMahan, Dewey Parker, James Eddie Phillips and Valree F. Wynn.

Joyner said nominations for each award should include sufficient supporting information to illustrate the reasons the nominee is considered worthy of the award by providing supporting statements from one or more sources to support the award criteria along with the nominee’s background or professional resume. 

Nomination forms for any of the awards can be obtained from the Office of Alumni Relations, located in the Administration Building Room 145. Forms can also be requested over the phone by calling 580/581-2988 or downloaded from the Internet by visiting www.cameron.edu/alumni/.

The person making the nomination should include their name, address and phone number.  Nominations should be submitted to the Cameron University Alumni Association, 2800 W. Gore Blvd., Lawton, OK, 73505, or by e-mail to alumni@cameron.edu. 

(more)

cuaa awards, ADD TWO
Faculty and students from the Cameron State School of Agriculture (1908-1927), Cameron State Agricultural College (1927-1971), Cameron College (1971-74) or Cameron University (1974-present) are eligible to be nominated.

A list of previous recipients can be accessed at www.cameron.edu/alumni/awards. For more information, call the Cameron Alumni Office at 580-581-2988.
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