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For Immediate Release – Lawton, OK, Dec. 13, 2004

CU’s annual speech and debate tournament draws more than 20 teams from state, region 

As the holiday season unfolds, Cameron University’s speech and debate team continued its annual tradition of hosting the Cameron Christmas Classic speech and debate tournament. 

The tournament was sponsored by the CU Department of Communication and welcomed 22 state and regional schools. Among them were Bethel College, Drury University, Hutchinson Community College, John Brown University, Kansas City Community College, Longview Community College, Middle Tennessee State University, Pittsburgh State, Southwest Baptist University, Texas Tech University, the University of Arkansas, the University of Texas, West Texas A&M and William Cary College. Ten colleges and universities from Oklahoma also participated.

“Hosting the Cameron Christmas Classic proved to be another successful tournament for the university. With more than 20 schools in attendance, the tournament is growing larger each year,” said Sarah Collins of Lawton, a CU junior speech communications major and team member. “It was a great end for the first semester debate season.”

Zach Fort, a junior speech communications major of Mannford, partnered with Collins to capture the championship in parliamentary debate. Collins was also named the fourth place overall debate speaker. 

(over)

debate, ADD ONE
“I am very pleased with the success we saw this weekend, not only as the host school, but also having our varsity team win the debate competition,” said Tyler Thornton, CU speech and debate coach. “Sarah and Zach beat longtime rivals Southwest Baptist in the finals. They also eliminated two Texas Tech teams in quarter and semi-finals, both of which are contenders for a national championship.”

The second semester of the speech and debate season will begin with the team traveling to Arkansas for the Arkansas Tech Tournament on Jan. 20.
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Editors and Broadcasters:  For details, contact CU Government & Community Relations at 580.581.2211. 

