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For Immediate Release – Lawton, OK, Nov. 23, 2004

(NOTE: Correct pronunciation of the Brewczynski chair is “bruh-ZIN-ski.”)

Cameron University’s new Brewczynski chair

recognized for work in entrepreneurial studies

Dr. Shawn M. Carraher has received national recognition for his work in entrepreneurial studies by the National Consortium of Entrepreneurship Centers. Carraher, holder of Cameron University’s Virginia Brewczynski Endowed Chair, was honored with the 2004 “Best Workshop Award” for his submission of “International Programs and Entrepreneurship Centers.” 
This prestigious award was only one of three given by the consortium. 
This is not the first honor this fall for Carraher. In August, he was presented with the “Best Review Award” from the Careers Division at the Academy of Management. He also received a service and leadership award from the Management and History Division and a service commendation from the academy president. 
Carraher came to Cameron University from Texas A&M-Commerce at the beginning of the Fall 2004 semester when he was appointed to the Brewczynski Chair in the CU School of Business.
"We are very excited to have recruited a scholar of Dr. Carraher's caliber.  He has distinguished himself at the forefront of scholars in entrepreneurship and management in the international arena,” said Dr. Sylvia Burgess, dean of the School of Business.   “His energy and enthusiasm, and his ongoing drive to achieve 

(over)

carraher, ADD ONE
lofty goals on behalf of the university, are exactly the types of leadership characteristics envisioned by the Lawton Retail Merchants Association.  The chair is a tribute to Virginia Brewczynski, an amazing woman who continues to set the highest standards for quality business leadership in this community."

The Retail Merchants Association (RMA) and the Cameron University Foundation, Inc., established the Brewczynski Chair in July 1995 to encourage the study of leadership, including entrepreneurship and women in business. The chair honors Brewczynski for the outstanding contributions she has made to her profession and the community during her 46 years with RMA.
 “As the Brewczynski Chair, it is a great honor to represent such an outstanding business person,” Carraher said. “My goal is to help Cameron be at the forefront of entrepreneurship and research.”
Since his appointment as holder of the chair, Carraher has been busy promoting CU’s entrepreneurial studies program and the impact of its Center for Emerging Technology and Entrepreneurial Studies (CETES) on Southwest Oklahoma’s economy.
Carraher will serve as the director of a small business institute within CETES and head of the academic programs in entrepreneurial studies. He will also serve on the CU School of Business’ personnel committee until 2006. He will work closely with Dr. Peter Abramo, executive director of CETES, to promote the work of the facility. 

“Cameron’s entrepreneurial studies program is unusual in that it is designed to reach individuals from all academic disciplines – not just business. That means a music student or an oil painter who desires to learn how to start their own business could do so,” Carraher said. 
Carraher and faculty in the business school are working to develop a new master’s degree program in entrepreneurial studies at CU. If approved by university and state regents, the degree would most likely be offered in Fall 2005. 
In addition to the master’s degree, work has begun on an undergraduate degree program in entrepreneurial studies.  The undergraduate course is targeted for formal enrollment in Fall 2007, Carraher said.
(more)
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Carraher earned his bachelor’s degree in business administration from Florida Atlantic University, his master’s in business from the University of Cincinnati and a doctorate degree in business administration from the University of Oklahoma.  
He and his wife, Sarah, have two sons, Shawn Jr. and Charles.
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