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For Immediate Release – Lawton, OK, April 12, 2004

Cameron education alum speaks to SOEA
Cameron University’s Student Oklahoma Education Association recently invited a one of its former students to speak to elementary education majors about what they should expect during their first year of teaching.
Sheila Treadwell, a pre-kindergarten teacher for Snyder Public Schools, presented her program, “Survival Kit for First Year Teachers,” to SOEA on March 23.
Treadwell earned a bachelor’s degree in elementary and early childhood education from Cameron in 1996, and followed it with a Master in Education degree with a concentration on early childhood education in 2002. During her presentation, she shared with prospective educators 20 secrets of success and the ABCs of first-year teachers.
Proper preparation for the first year of teaching is vital to the success of entry-level teachers, Treadwell told SOEA members.
“Being prepared is the key to every first year teacher’s success,” Treadwell said. “For example, it is important for them to over-plan because their class time will go faster than they think — a 30-minute lesson may be finished in 20 minutes, and then they have 10 minutes left. Five minutes of unplanned time can lead to total chaos in a classroom if a teacher is not organized and prepared. They also need to plan transitions for how students will be moved from one activity to another.
(over)

teacher survival, ADD ONE
“But it is also important for first year teachers to be prepared to wing it,” Treadwell added. “They need to recognize and take advantage of those teachable moments that occur when least expected.”
Treadwell also addressed the importance of parent and community involvement with public schools and suggested ideas about how to encourage and integrate parent and community involvement in the classroom.
“Family and community involvement can be a major component in the classroom,” Treadwell said. “Teachers need to remember that parents are a child’s first teachers. As such, it is important to build a strong relationship between the home and the school. Teachers should not only contact parents when there is a problem, but also when there are successes. Simply put, family and community involvement increases a child’s chance of success in his or her education.”
To increase these prospective first year teachers’ success when they first enter the classroom, Treadwell also shared some of her own handmade items and teaching ideas, demonstrated how they could be used in the classroom, and answered questions about what the first week of teaching would be like.
Each student who attended the presentation was also given their own “Survival Kit of Ideas,” a pocket pal and a candy “Survival Kit for Teachers.”
Treadwell’s presentation was enthusiastic and educational, according to Chavaughn Colwell, a senior elementary education major and president of SOEA.
“Mrs. Treadwell’s enthusiasm for teaching was a breath of fresh air,” Colwell said. “She shared with us her 20 secrets of success and ABCs of first year teaching – ideas that have been used and proven to work. She also showed us examples of her students’ work. She really inspired and motivated me about my first year of teaching.”
After graduating from Cameron in 1996, Treadwell worked for two years as the lead teacher at the CU Child Development Center. She was then asked by Snyder Public Schools to teach their pre-kindergarten class. She has taught pre-kindergarten for three years and kindergarten for one year.
(more)
teacher survival, ADD TWO
Treadwell has presented educational programs and workshops throughout the state and across the nation for education associations, including presentations at Cameron, Midwestern State University, and the National Association for the Education of Young Children.
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