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For Immediate Release – Lawton, OK, Aug. 23, 2007

Cameron University implements new emergency communication service
Despite its ranking as one of the safest campuses in the nation, Cameron University is taking strides to further increase safety on campus.  The University has contracted with The NTI Group to bring enhanced emergency communications capabilities to Cameron.  Through the company’s Connect-Ed service, the University will be able to schedule, send and track personalized messages to students and personnel by email, phone and text messaging.

“Ensuring safety on our campus is of vital importance.  In the event of a campus emergency, we want to ensure we can reach students, faculty and staff quickly and efficiently,” said Cindy Ross, Cameron University President.  “The Connect-Ed service gives us the ability to promptly communicate with our students and personnel any time, anywhere, during an emergency situation.”

Cameron will now have the ability to deliver timely personalized messages to a total of 6,300 enrolled students, faculty and staff.  This system will be used only in the event an urgent and timely notice is required. 
The University will send a test message with its newly-implemented communication system early in the Fall 2007 semester.  Students, faculty and staff are encouraged to update their contact information by logging into their MyCU account at https://mycu.cameron.edu, clicking on the ‘My Info’ tab followed by the ‘Update Personal Info’ tab.
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The personal information submitted by students, faculty and staff will be maintained in the strictest confidence. This information will not be shared with others and will be used only for official University communications.  

“We are very pleased to be able to offer this service to our students,” said John McArthur, Ph.D., Vice President for Academic Affairs.  “The system’s capabilities will allow us to rapidly communicate with our key constituents through the mode of their choosing in the event of a situation that requires prompt communication.”
Users are encouraged to periodically check and update their contact information to ensure they continue to receive emergency communications.  Students, faculty and staff with questions regarding the new system may contact Margot Gregory at 580.581.2338 or margotg@cameron.edu for assistance.
“Cameron is committed to providing a safe learning environment,” said Ross.  “Preparation for any emergency is a life saving practice, and this system will better prepare us to provide vital communications to our students, personnel and guests.”

Additional security features in place at the University include: state certified public safety officers on duty 24 hours a day, seven days a week, year round; a variety of transportation modes used by officers to patrol all areas of campus; 13 emergency call boxes strategically placed across campus; numerous security cameras on campus; and a mutual aid agreement in place with the Lawton Police Department in the event additional police assistance is required.  

Those living in Cameron Village are protected by several layers of security devices.  All apartment entrances are internal, and key card access is required to enter not only the individual apartments, but the apartment buildings and the parking lot as well.  Once inside the apartment, individual rooms have locks for added security.  Those students living in the Shelper Center are required to have an elevator code to access the residential floors; Cameron staff is on duty 24 hours a day to assist students and guests; and the Office of Public Safety is located in the Shepler complex.  
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Editors and Broadcasters: For more information, contact Amber McNeil, Director of Media Relations, in the Office of Community Relations at 580.581.2611. 

