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For Immediate Release – Lawton, OK, May 2, 2005

Cameron University graduating class of 2005 filled with memorable stories of family, effort

Cameron University will hold its annual commencement ceremony at 10 a.m., Saturday,  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1May 7, at Cameron Stadium in Lawton. 

For more than 800 graduates, commencement represents the final step in their collegiate career. For a handful of graduates, this year’s commencement is also a celebration of family, determination and unequalled personal accomplishment. 

Below are a few brief stories from Cameron’s 2005 graduating class, included are interesting tidbits (how far would you travel to attend college?), tales of perseverance and a story of one mom who cannot wait to see her son graduate: 

Hayat Abdulahi: 

At 19 years old, Hayat Abdulahi is this year’s youngest Cameron graduate. As an international student, she hails from Ethiopia but lives in Lawton. 
Abdulahi has earned her associate degree in interdisciplinary studies with a concentration science/pre-nursing and recently she was accepted into the University of Oklahoma nursing program at Cameron. She will begin work to become a registered nurse in the fall.
(over)

graduates, ADD ONE
JK Ritchie-Phillips: 
JK Ritchie-Phillips, of Duncan, earned an associate in science degree in business this year. Now in her 60s, Ritchie-Phillips is this year’s oldest graduate. 
Ritchie-Phillips returned to school a few years ago after being laid off from a company where she had been employed for 22 years. She attended classes at both CU-Duncan and at Cameron’s main campus in Lawton. 

“Going back to school turned out to be good in more than one way,” said Ritchie-Phillips, who is a mother of two grown sons. “Not only did I earn my degree, but going to college made me feel like I was worth something again. Just attending the classes gave confidence I didn’t have before.” 
CU’s international students:

This spring, 21 international students from nine countries will graduate from Cameron University, including five who have earned master’s degrees.  

With homes in the St. Kitts, Bahrain, the Commonwealth of Dominica, Pakistan, Grenada, South Korea, Canada, Mexico and New Zealand, these graduates traveled a combined distance of more than 79,000 miles just to attend college. 

As a native of New Zealand, Nathan McCulloch has traveled the farthest to be at Cameron, logging 8,539 miles one-way to earn his degree. Nathan will receive a bachelor’s degree in business administration and has already found a job working in New Braunfels, Texas.

Other graduates who have traveled great distances included Abdullatif Mohamed from Bahrain and Shahid Ali from Pakistan, who each traveled more than 7,700 miles to attend Cameron. Both will receive master’s degrees in business administration.

Ginger L. Veal and John Veal III: 

Cameron University has a rich tradition of family legacies. CU’s 2005 graduating class is no exception. Ginger L. Veal, 49, and her son John Veal III, 22, both of Lawton, will graduate together this May. 

Ginger will receive a bachelor’s degree in business management and John will receive his bachelor’s in music. 

(more)

graduates, ADD TWO
“To me graduating with John means everything; he’s my youngest; he’s the last child at home,” Ginger said. “So it’s special to have the youngest in the family and mom graduate together.”

John was a traditional-aged student, attending class directly following high school. Ginger, who earned an associate’s degree before she had children, waited until her children were grown before returning to college to work on her bachelor’s degree. 

To earn her degree, Ginger worked during the days and attended classes at night. Because of her previous credits, she completed her course work in two and half years, just in time to graduate with John.

As it turns out, parent-child graduations are familiar territory in the Veal family. Father, John Veal Jr., earned his second bachelor’s degree in interdisciplinary studies and graduated with daughter Tiffany, who received a bachelor’s degree in chemistry in 2003. 

Joy Carolyn Willingham 

Joy Carolyn Willingham’s journey down her educational path began slowly. But in recent years, this 58-year-old great-grandmother has made up for lost time. 

The daughter of a barbershop-owning Baptist minister, Willingham did not finish high school, choosing instead to begin her family at the age of 14 with her husband, who was a Marine. 

“Being a full-time mother and housewife was my life,” said Willingham, who has 16 grandchildren and four great grandchildren. “But I had a huge inferiority complex because, until I married, I prided myself in receiving straight A’s in school. (Then) I was an uneducated parent who couldn’t help with her children’s homework.” 

In order to earn acceptance into cosmetology school, Willingham worked on her GED in 1972. However, once she received her degree, she was no longer satisfied and enrolled in adult education in Sacramento, Calif., where she took several more courses. Willingham went on to earn her actual high school diploma.  

For the next 27 years, Willingham was a self-employed muralist until her desires to expand her horizons brought her to the doorstep of education once again.  

(over)
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In 1999, Willingham decided she wanted to become an art therapist, which required a bachelor’s degree. She enrolled in her local community college but wanted to attend Cameron University in her hometown of Lawton. Three years ago she transferred to Cameron and this May she will receive her bachelor’s degree in art. 

“My children, my mother and siblings, and my many friends are very proud of my accomplishments,” she said. “I wish to instill the desire in them to further their education and to obtain their dreams as I have.”

Kim Hamilton Marshall: 

Kim Hamilton Marshall has been surpassing expectations her entire life. 

When she was born, doctors told Marshall’s parents she would die in infancy because she suffered from osteogenesis imperfecta, or brittle bone disease, a condition that was not fully understood at the time. 

The doctors said if she managed to survive she would live in a vegetative state without any fine motor skills. But the doctors were wrong. Though Marshall has never walked, she maintained a fully active life, which included being the president of her youth committee at church and as an active member in numerous organizations. 

“I even played basketball when I was younger,” Marshall said with a laugh. “I did everything anybody else did. It scared my parents to death but that’s how I was.” 

As a young adult she met her future husband, Matthew Marshall, in 2002 and the pair married on September 2003. The little girl whose parents were told would live in a vegetative state is not only living a full life but she will receive her bachelor’s degree in English at this year’s commencement. 

 “My life has been so enriched by the people I’ve met at Cameron,” Marshall said. “I love everything about college.” 

Marshall will continue her educational pursuits and work toward earning her master’s degree or finishing a second bachelor’s. 
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