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For Immediate Release – Lawton, OK, June 25, 2008
Peter Abramo appointed chairman of Economic Development Council by Oklahoma State Regents for Higher Education 
Peter Abramo, Ph.D., Executive Director of Cameron University’s Center for Emerging Technology & Entrepreneurial Studies, has been appointed chairman of the Oklahoma State Regents for Higher Education’s Economic Development Council, an advisory council to the Chancellor, OSRHE staff, the Council of Presidents and other state officials. The mission of the Economic Development Council is to identify and prioritize specific actions that create a high-quality environment to retain college graduates, attract businesses to Oklahoma, grow existing Oklahoma businesses and develop new Oklahoma businesses through the efficient use of resources. Membership consists of the principal economic development person of each of the 25 institutions in the state system, as designated by the president of each institution.
“It’s an honor to be appointed chairman of this distinguished council,” said Abramo. “Collaboration will be the key to our success as each institution works toward the common goal of strengthening Oklahoma’s economy.  I plan to find new ways to incorporate technology in our activities to enable that collaboration across the vast geographic regions we represent while at the same time finding creative ways to address the economic development needs of Oklahoma.   In today’s creative economy, I believe higher education is well poised to provide strong leadership in economic and workforce development.”

Dr. Abramo, who was named Executive Director of CETES in 2004, recently served as Vice Chairman of the Economic Development Council. A creative and innovative leader who has written numerous articles 
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and co-authored two books on marketing in the creative economy, he has a strong interest in internet technologies and their application to businesses and higher education. Dr. Abramo is a recognized authority on the subject and has been the featured speaker at conferences and training seminars across the United States. He holds a B.A. from Indiana University of Pennsylvania, a Master’s from Villanova University and a Ph.D. from Temple University in Philadelphia. He is a member of the Southwest Oklahoma Impact Coalition and serves as a director on the South Central Oklahoma Workforce Investment Board. Additional memberships include the Oklahoma Business Incubator Association, Oklahoma Venture Forum, Oklahoma Professional Economic Development Council, and the National Business Incubator Association. 
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