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For Immediate Release – Lawton, OK, May 9, 2007
Chisholm Trail Tobacco Free Consortium to form

The Chisholm Trail Tobacco Free Consortium will hold an organizational meeting at 2:30 p.m. on Tuesday, May 15 at Cameron University-Duncan located 3100 West Boise D’Arc Avenue. Healthcare, education, and community leaders will gather to form the consortium, whose purpose will be to reduce tobacco use in Grady, Stephens, Jefferson, and Cotton counties.

“This is a partnership of several coalitions from the four counties,” said Joe Langley, D.Min, Director of Cameron University’s Southwest Area Health Education Center (SwAHEC).  
Langley said Brandie O’Conner, from the Oklahoma Turning Point Initiative, worked to bring these coalition groups together to address tobacco use.
The Oklahoma Tobacco Settlement Endowment Trust has called for the formation of coalitions and consortiums to encourage the formation of Communities of Excellence.

“The purpose of Communities of Excellence is to affect the behaviors of communities, rather than merely addressing the behaviors of individuals, using evidence-based approaches,” Langley said.

For more information, call SwAHEC at 580-581-2284 or The Oklahoma Turning Point Initiative at 580-482-7308.    
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